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 Message from the Executive Director

I am writing to advise, somewhat wistfully, that we have made a decision to
discontinue the Benchers' Digest.

The Benchers' Digest has served us well for over 30 years, updating
Saskatchewan lawyers on policy and regulatory decisions made by the
Benchers, informing members about Society programs and activities, and
providing news and announcements of interest to the legal profession. And
since its inaugural edition published in January of 1988, it evolved into an
attractive publication that explored many important themes in the delivery of
legal services.

Recently, I was cleaning my office and came across a stack of old editions that
I have kept over the years and I couldn't bring myself to throw them away, even
amid a purge that caused me to finally part with a particularly cherished set of
study notes from Professor Cumming's class on Secured Transactions. I
obviously find value in those editions for one reason or another and I would
wager that I am not alone, particularly in my demographic, being one of the 43
percent of members over the age of 50, many of whom (I'm one) have a much
harder time "breaking up" with paper than our younger colleagues.

Obviously, times have changed since the first edition of the Benchers' Digest.
Now, we have come to expect --and therefore to need-- information at a much
faster pace than we can achieve with a quarterly publication. In addition, the
stats demonstrate that print no longer meets the user preferences of our
growing audience which, with the instantaneous nature of media accessibility -
a mere click of the finger - best serves our audience which has grown beyond
our Saskatchewan borders thanks to the success of our blog, Legal Sourcery,
which has not only won the Canadian Law Blog Award (Clawbie) for Best
Canadian Law Library Blog three times, but was recently inducted into the
Clawbie Hall of Fame!

So, as much as I have difficulty parting with my own personal collection of
Benchers' Digest favorites, as an organization, we must get with the times,
concentrating on modes of communication intended to provide you with more
consistent, timely and relevant reporting of information.

In closing, as we turn the calendar pages for 2019, and having bid farewell to
the Benchers' Digest, we acknowledge the history that has been written and
read about in this format over the past three decades. We also thank the many
volunteers in the profession who have contributed such valuable content over
the years, and you, our readers.

We look forward to continuing to serve you in our new format.
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 Law Society of Saskatchewan Rule Amendments - Release
2019-1, January 11, 2019 

At October and November Convocation, the Benchers approved the following
Rule Amendments:

 1.    Rule amendments were required to operationalize the new Conduct
Investigation Committee Procedure Manual.  As a matter ancillary to the Rule
amendments, the definition of Complaints Counsel has been expanded to
include the term Professional Responsibility Counsel and the Director of
Professional Responsibility.  This has resulted in amendments to Rule 111(8)(a)
(Committees) and amendments to various Rules under the Professional
Standards and Discipline section.

2.    Canadian law societies have been working together to formulate a unified
approach to the definition of “entitled to practise law” for the purpose of national
mobility.  Specifically, the law societies agreed that a lawyer seeking to transfer
to another Canadian jurisdiction under permanent mobility, who is entitled to
practice law but for the requirement to obtain insurance in their home
jurisdiction, should be treated pragmatically as an applicant who is “entitled to
practise law.”  Therefore, amendments to Rule 192 (Definitions) and Rule
605(4) (Saskatchewan Lawyers’ Insurance Association Inc.) were approved by
the Benchers to modify the definition of “entitled to practice law” for the
purposes of national mobility.    

3.    The refund of fees for an active member is only issued under limited
circumstances.  Amendments to Rule 880 (Refund of Fees) relate to the
circumstances in which a refund of fees may be issued and add discretion for
Administration to issue refunds in circumstances of undue hardship. 

4.    In December 2018, members were notified about a practice fee increase,
but the Rules were not updated at that time, pending further Rule amendments.
 This amendment was made to bring the handbook up-to-date.

For a complete review of the Rule amendments, please visit our website.

New Law Society Website 

The Law Society launched our new updated website on January 11. Thank you
for your patience as we work out a few bugs and for your feedback on future
improvements. Please provide feedback to webmaster@lawsociety.sk.ca. We
will continue to provide updates as new improvements are implemented.

To help familiarize you with the new website, please check out the free
recorded webinar, Discover the New Law Society Website. The webinar
qualifies for 0.5 CPD hours, which also qualifies for 0.5 Ethics hours.

SLIA News – LawPRO Resources

SLIA would like to remind members about the useful resources available from
our colleagues at LawPRO. While these resources have an Ontario focus, they
may still be of benefit to Saskatchewan lawyers. Resources include:

Limited Scope Materials
Malpractice Claims Factsheets
Checklists
LawPRO Magazine Archive 

Please remember that LawPRO is not the insurer of Saskatchewan lawyers,
and this is provided by SLIA for general information only.

Notice from the Ministry of Corrections and Policing: Inmate
Phone System Recording and Solicitor-Client Privilege

https://www.lawsociety.sk.ca/regulation/act-code-and-rules/law-society-rules-and-amendments/
https://www.lawsociety.sk.ca/
mailto:webmaster@lawsociety.sk.ca
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flawsociety.us19.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D3eaaeef7566e77c98472d17e6%26id%3Da8a58d5149%26e%3Df63ba19753&data=02%7C01%7Cbarbara.mysko%40gov.sk.ca%7C9bb670dd236b4f2730fd08d6772fa663%7Ccf4e8a24641b40d2905e9a328b644fab%7C0%7C0%7C636827443866931269&sdata=%2Fz1ldurRLWbFWfcJFd79iH7brMKuDLOc9MhmV2rjDA8%3D&reserved=0
https://avoidaclaim.com/practicepro-resources/
https://www.practicepro.ca/practice-aids/limited-scope-representation-resources/
https://www.practicepro.ca/practice-aids/claims-fact-sheets/
https://www.practicepro.ca/practice-aids/checklists/
https://www.practicepro.ca/lawpromag/
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As you may be aware, the Saskatchewan Ministry of Corrections and Policing
utilizes an inmate phone system in adult custody facilities. This system provides
security and functionality designed to protect the people of Saskatchewan
including the inmates and staff in correctional centres.

The inmate phone system allows for rules to be set for each phone number
dialed from the system, for example, calls to lawyers that are set to not record.
Phone numbers that should not be recorded are referred to as privileged
numbers. Setting a number to privileged ensures lawyer-client confidentiality.

What are the default settings in the inmate phone system?

By default, all calls are recorded and have a 20-minute time limit.

The caller and call recipient hear a message prior to the call connecting
that states the “call is recorded and subject to monitoring”.

How does the system know when to record or not record a phone call?

The system is manually administered, therefore, you must notify Corrections
and Policing if a phone number should be set to privileged in the inmate phone
system.

Upon notice that a phone number is associated to a lawyer and
verification has been made, the number’s settings are modified to set it to
NOT record and the call time limit is increased to 60 minutes.
Phone numbers set as privileged do not have the connection message
that refers to the call being recorded.

Who can request that a lawyer’s phone number be set as privileged in the
inmate phone system?

Preferably, the request will come from the law office or lawyer directly. However,
requests from correctional centre staff or inmates to add a lawyer number will
be set as privileged once verified.

Lawyer cell phone numbers are only set to privileged upon the lawyer’s
request and if the cell phone number is included in a lawyer’s Member
Profile with the Law Society.
Switchboard phone numbers can be set to allow calls to be transferred to
cell phone numbers.  If the switchboard number is set as privileged, then
calls transferred to any other number will not be recorded, either.

 What if my number was not set as privileged in the system and my client
and I spoke on the phone using the inmate phone system?

Notify us immediately and we will set your number to privileged and have
any recordings associated to your phone number purged.

How can I ensure that my number is easily verified and added to the
system?

Updating your telephone number(s) within your Member Profile with the Law
Society will help ensure quick verification and in turn, expedite your number
being added to the inmate phone system.

CaseMail
The latest issue of CaseMail is now available.

Recent Posts on Legal Sourcery
Please visit the Law Society of Saskatchewan blog, Legal Sourcery, for daily
posts on legal research, legal resources, the legal community and the Law
Society such as:

Update on Law Society Initiatives – December 2018 Convocation
NewLi: Legal Information for Saskatchewan’s Newcomers
New Ethics Ruling

Read More

https://www.lawsociety.sk.ca/members-section/member-notices/inmate-phone-system-recording-and-solicitor-client-privilege/
https://www.lawsociety.sk.ca/media/395109/cm21-2.pdf
http://lsslib.wordpress.com/
https://lsslib.wordpress.com/2019/01/17/update-on-law-society-initiatives-december-2018-convocation/
https://lsslib.wordpress.com/2019/01/16/newli-legal-information-for-saskatchewans-newcomers/
https://lsslib.wordpress.com/2019/01/15/this-week-in-legal-ethics-new-ethics-ruling-5/
http://lsslib.wordpress.com/
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Lost Wills
Name of Deceased: Marguerite Martha Martin
Date of Birth: October 2, 1927
Date of Death: January 8, 2019
Last Residence: Delisle, SK
Contact: Raymond Albert Martin at mart_rj@telus.net

(Please do not respond to this email)

Copyright © 2019 Law Society of Saskatchewan, All rights reserved.

Want to change how you receive these emails?
You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list.

mailto:mart_rj@telus.net
https://www.lawsociety.sk.ca/
https://www.facebook.com/LawSocietySask
https://lsslib.wordpress.com/
https://lawsociety.us19.list-manage.com/profile?u=3eaaeef7566e77c98472d17e6&id=334766ccb2&e=[UNIQID]
https://lawsociety.us19.list-manage.com/unsubscribe?u=3eaaeef7566e77c98472d17e6&id=334766ccb2&e=[UNIQID]&c=e700d68690

