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Important Practice Skills Acquired throughout the Articling Year 

By: Travis D. Lovett 

My articling experience has helped me transition from academia to practice. Theoretical opinions 
and public policy desires have now succumbed to client demands. Mediocre preparation minutes 
before class allowed me to survive the notorious Socratic Method, but scanning jurisprudence to 
merely discover the rule of law does not solve client problems. I no longer have the luxury of 
debating opinions without consequence. My articling experience has taught me that I face real-
world dilemmas and that the decisions I make will impact people’s lives. Through articling, I 
have acquired vital day-to-day skills that have prepared me to meet client expectations and thrive 
in the legal profession.  

My articling experience has primarily focused on representing First Nation communities. Many 
of the skills which I have acquired throughout this year relate to managing the attorney-client 
relationship. English is the second language for many of our clients. Our clients come from 
distinct cultural upbringings and sometimes struggle to understand the court process and its 
formalities. Patience has proven to be a vital virtue. I often remind myself that I was not always a 
lawyer and that the complexities associated with the legal process were once foreign to me as 
well. 

A tactic which helps me to understand the client and to appreciate their cultural concepts is to 
visualize myself in their circumstances and, in essence, “become the client.” I visit their 
community, listen to their elders’ stories and attend their ceremonies. This process strengthens 
the attorney-client relationship and enables me to better advise and communicate with the client. 
For example, this year a client wanted to legally adopt a child from her community and because I 
took the time to understand the client’s culture, I was able to effectively explain why a 
ceremonial adoption was not a legal process recognized by the Ministry of Social Services. 
Communicating through the client’s cultural lens helps me identify the client’s objective and 
prepare legal strategies to achieve their goals. 

My articling experience has also taught the importance of considering solutions outside the court 
process. Because our clients often lack familiarity with the legal process and procedure, they 
sometimes suggest impractical means to achieve an unrealistic objective. Many of our clients 
think that litigation is the only means to solve their problems – they want their day in court. 
Through clear communication, however, instructions and expectations can be tailored to explore 
non-legal solutions. For example, the rule of law offers little hope for a First Nation wanting to 
prohibit municipalities from passing zoning laws on provincial land, albeit on their ancestral 
lands. However, the objective to preserve and protect the First Nation’s ancestral lands can be 
achieved through private market negotiation. A memorandum of understanding or other 
agreement can enforce joint regulation and empower the First Nation to participate in regulating 
their ancestral lands without enduring costly and lengthy litigation. 
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When no alternative solution is available and litigation is inevitable, I frequently remind myself 
of the remarks presented by Honourable M.T. Megaw during his presentation on oral advocacy 
when he said that the task of a lawyer is to be a “zealous advocate.” Through articling I have 
come to appreciate that phrase and what it means. To me, it mandates three essential skills. 

The first skill to zealous advocacy is learning the file. Before researching the legal issues, I have 
learned to take the time to painstakingly read all correspondence and any pleadings filed on the 
matter. Doing so offers insight to opposing counsel’s procedural strategy and sometimes reveals 
overlooked or new legal issues. The second skill is to never leave any stone unturned. I have 
accumulated a checklist of preliminary issues to consider before I weigh the merits of any case – 
jurisdictional objections, procedural barriers, constitutional issues, etc. The final skill set, is to be 
zealous. A zealous advocate must find strength in the narrative and creativity in the law. They 
must dissect the statute word by word, edit their brief over and over, and rehearse their argument 
endlessly. A zealous advocate must tenaciously strive to further client interests and achieve client 
goals, regardless how difficult that may be.  

Above all skills, however, the most important skill is to be kind. The attorney-client relationship 
is not the only relationship within the legal profession which needs management. The attorney-
secretary relationship must be nurtured with respect and encouragement. Relationships amongst 
fellow lawyers should not fall victim to hostility and bitterness despite our adversarial process. 
Notions of winning or losing are irrelevant if the client’s objective is not achieved; in some cases 
this does not occur when “winning” a case. Personal vendettas against other lawyers should 
never prevail over the interests of the client. Being nice to court runners, security personnel, local 
registrars proves advantageous. Practicing law is like anything else in life – you get out what you 
put in. Putting in respect and kindness will produce cordialness amongst the bar and the wider 
legal profession.  

During my articling year, my life changed in various ways, but the biggest change was that I 
became a father in November. Looking back on the skills that I have acquired throughout this 
year, I realize that they are the same skills I want to instill in my daughter. Spend time learning 
to understand others; be culturally cognizant. Think of alternative solutions to your problems; 
fighting one another is not always the answer. Be a tireless champion for those who need your 
help; advocate for them and what you believe in. Finally, be a kind and respectful person to all 
whom you meet. In reality, this past year of articling has brought to life the skills and virtues 
which we hope to teach our children. Yet we as adults must sometimes be reminded of them 
ourselves.    

 


