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Certified True Copy of Amendments 
to the Rules of the Law Society of Saskatchewan 

December 7, 2018 
 
 
It was moved, seconded and carried that the Rules of the Law Society of Saskatchewan 
be amended.  Please note that deletions have a “line through” for identification 
purposes.   
 
 
PROPOSED AMENDMENTS: 

 
Rule amendments are required to operationalize the proposed new Conduct Investigation 
Committee Procedure Manual.  As a matter ancillary to these Rule amendments, the 
definition of Complaints Counsel has been expanded to include the term Professional 
Responsibility Counsel and the Director of Professional Responsibility.   
 
PART 6 – Committees 
 

A. General 
 

    (b) may be appointed as active members of any committee.   
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PART 8 – Professional Standards and Discipline 
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D. Discipline 
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PART 8 – Professional Standards and Discipline 
 
In November 2017, the Ethics Committee supported changing the name of “Professional 
Conduct Rulings” on the Law Society’s website to “Ethics Rulings” to make it clearer that 
they are decisions rendered by the Ethics Committee.  Rule 303(3)(c) requires 
amendment to implement this name change. 
 
Ethics Committee 
 303. (1) The Ethics Committee shall review any referral or request made by: 
   (a) complaints counsel; 
   (b) other Committees; 
   (c) request for ruling made pursuant to (2). 

(2) Any person may request a ruling from the Ethics Committee for a ruling on an ethical issue. 
(3) Upon receipt by the Ethics Committee of a referral or request, the Committee may: 

   (a) make whatever recommendations it sees fit to resolve the conflict of interest or potential 
conflict of interest; 

   (b) decline to make a ruling; 
   (c) give opinions and make professional conduct  ethics rulings on questions of professional 

ethics, for the guidance of the profession; 
   (d) make recommendations to the Benchers and to the Discipline Committee respecting 

professional ethics and the development of and revisions to The Code of Professional 
Conduct; and 

   (e) refer matters to the Conduct Investigation Committee or Professional Standards 
Committee. 

  (4) The Ethics Committee may make whatever enquiries it thinks necessary and may follow 
whatever procedure it finds to be most efficient.  

 
 

PART 7A - National Mobility and Interjurisdictional Practice and 
PART 10 - Insurance 
 
Canadian law societies have been working together to formulate a unified approach to 
the definition of “entitled to practise law” for the purpose of national mobility.  
Specifically, the law societies agreed that a lawyer seeking to transfer to another 
Canadian jurisdiction under permanent mobility, who is entitled to practice law but for 
the requirement to obtain insurance in their home jurisdiction, should be treated 
pragmatically as an applicant who is “entitled to practise law.”  Therefore, amendments 
to Rule 192 (Definitions) and Rule 605(4) (Saskatchewan Lawyers’ Insurance 
Association Inc.) were approved by the Benchers to modify the definition of “entitled to 
practice law” for the purposes of national mobility. 
 

Definitions 
192.  In this Part, unless the context indicates otherwise: 
“entitled to practise law” means allowed, under all of the legislation and regulation of a Home 
Jurisdiction, to engage in the practise of law in the Home Jurisdiction (but for any requirement to 
obtain liability insurance in the lawyer’s Home Jurisdiction); 

 
Saskatchewan Lawyers’ Insurance Association Inc.  
605. (1) Unless exempted under subrule (4), each member shall in each year by the date set in 
Rule 810(1) pay to SLIA a liability insurance assessment in the amount fixed by the Benchers. 
… 
 (4) The following members are exempt from payment of the annual assessment under 
subrule (1) and any special assessments under subrule (2): 

(a) students-at-law; 
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(b) subject to The Legal Profession Regulations, members employed by or on an 
exclusive contract with a Saskatchewan government institution as defined in The 
Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act; 

(c) members employed by the Federal Department of Justice or the Public 
Prosecution Services of Canada; 

(d) Canadian Legal Advisors, pursuant to Rule 208; 
(e) members not resident in Saskatchewan who comply with Rule 207; 
(f) inactive members; 
(g) retired members; 
(h) pro bono members; and 
(i) members who are not (and will not be) engaged in the practice of law in 

Saskatchewan, but who are required to be reinstated to active member status in 
Saskatchewan temporarily, for the sole purpose of completing their permanent 
transfer to another Canadian jurisdiction pursuant to the national mobility regime; 
and 

(j) other members as approved by the Benchers. 

 
 
PART 12 – Law Society Fees and Assessments 
 
The refund of fees for an active member is only issued under limited circumstances.  
Amendments to Rule 880 relate to the circumstances in which a refund of fees may be 
issued and add discretion for Administration to issue refunds in circumstances of undue 
hardship.  
 
Refund of Fees  
880. (1) The Society shall, in the case of an active member who dies during the current year, refund 
one-twelfth of the current year’s active member annual fee times the number of months remaining in the 
calendar year excluding the month that the member dies.  
 (2) The Society shall, upon being satisfied that an active member has during the current year 
become an inactive member for the purpose of parenting a newly born or newly adopted child refund one 
twelfth of the current year’s active member annual fee times the number of months remaining in the 
calendar year excluding the month that the member becomes an inactive member. 
 (3) The Society shall, upon being satisfied that an active member has during the current year 
become unable to practice as a result of serious illness, refund one twelfth of the current year’s active 
member annual fee times the number of months remaining in the calendar year.  
 (4) The Society may, upon being satisfied that there are circumstances that would impose undue 
hardship on the member, refund one twelfth of the current year’s active member annual fee times the 
number of months remaining in the calendar year excluding the month that the member changes 
membership status. 
 
 

 
 
 

CERTIFIED to be a true copy of the resolutions 
passed by the Benchers of the Law Society of 
Saskatchewan at their meeting held December 7, 
2018. 
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TIMOTHY J. BROWN, Q.C. 
Executive Director 


