
John M. Williams, Regina 
 
Fellow members of the Regina Bar, 
 
I am a partner at Gerrand Rath Johnson where I carry on a civil and criminal litigation 
practice.  
 
The Benchers, as directors of the Law Society of Saskatchewan (LSS), work to ensure the 
LSS meets its statutorily mandated goals of regulating the profession and protecting the 
public through its insistence on the integrity and competence of its members.  As such, the 
Benchers  play a key role in fostering continued public confidence in the administration of 
justice. There are many facets to this role and I believe I can effectively assist the Law 
Society in carrying out its public interest mandate.  Accordingly, I am volunteering to act as 
a Bencher of the LSS and continue my participation in the improvement of our profession.  
  
My work on behalf of the profession has taken many forms in a variety of organizations 
including the Canadian Bar Association where I served on and eventually chaired both the 
National Legal Aid Liaison committee and the Saskatchewan Criminal Justice section.   I was 
an active member of a national CBA Task Force on the Criminal Code and have served on 
the provincial council.   I have been a member of the board of directors of the Canadian 
Council of Criminal Defence Lawyers for over 20 years and currently serve as secretary.  I 
am a Regina director on the Board of the Saskatchewan Trial lawyers Association and act as 
chair of its criminal litigation group.  
 
At my firm I have been involved in all aspects of firm management over many years.  Our 
firm encourages pro bono work and I have been pleased to take on pro bono appeals in 
Queen’s Bench and the Court of Appeal. 
 
I have also been privileged to work for and with the LSS on issues pertaining to court rules, 
as counsel to obtain injunctive relief relating to unauthorized practice and preparing the 
criminal practice checklist.  As a bencher I would be able to directly contribute to the 
important work of the LSS in the governance of our profession.   
 
Working with our professional associations has given me a genuine interest in ongoing 
legal education.  To this end I have assisted in the organization of several such conferences 
with the STLA and other organizations as well as participated by writing papers and 
delivering presentations. 
 
Our profession faces many critical issues in the years ahead including the proposed 
regulation of law firms, and the implementation of the recommendations of the Legal 
Services Task Team, to name but two.  I note the 2017 Annual report of the LSS sets out 
three strategic goals: improving confidence in the LSS, improving capacity, competence and 
knowledge of the membership, and improving access to legal services.   I share these goals.   
I look forward to the opportunity to bring my experience and commitment to assist the LSS 
in addressing these issues and carrying out its mandate.  Thank you. 
 


