
 

 

FRAUDULENT CHEQUE SCAM 

By:  Pamela Harmon, CPA, CA 

 

A Saskatchewan law firm was recently contacted via email by someone claiming to be Albert 

Warren, Head of Purchasing and Logistics of Van Oord Marine Ingenuity based in Rotterdam, 

Netherlands.  The request was for an attorney to assist in the drafting of a purchase and sale 

agreement in order to sell a dredger to a buyer residing in the local area.  The supposed 

purchaser is DMK Marine Services Ltd based in Saint John, NB.  Appropriate searches 

determined the existence of both companies.  

 

Following some correspondence with the potential client and further research by the law firm, 

the request and details appeared very similar to a scam that circulated in the US earlier this 

year.  As a result, the law firm did not follow through with this request.  Upon review of the 

material received by the Law Society from the law firm, it was determined that this was most 

likely a fraudulent cheque scam as suggested by the law firm.  In this scam, the fraudsters will 

attempt to deceive the law firm into wiring real funds from their trust account after depositing a 

fraudulent cheque received as payment from the purchaser (who is part of the fraud).   

 

Lawyers should be aware that cheques written on a foreign country’s bank account (including 

cheques from the United States and cashier’s cheques) can take one or two months or even 

longer to clear, particularly if they are drawn on a smaller bank.  If the cheque is found to be 

fraudulent (2 or 3 months later), the system will automatically withdraw the funds from your trust 

account, leaving a deficiency in your trust account and you will be responsible for making up the 

shortfall.  

 

Similar scams have also involved requests for lawyer assistance in relation to debt collection, 

divorce settlements and other areas of law.  They have also used numerous names in their 

fraud attempts including Chris Hammet and Newton Jim.  A copy of the emails received by the 

Saskatchewan law firm has been included for your reference.  These fraudsters tend to reuse 

the same wording in their emails, so this may help to identify a possible scam attempt as well.  

 

In order to protect yourself from being a victim of these fraudulent cheque scams, lawyers are 

encouraged to take precautions, including: 
 

 obtaining independent verification that the company writing the cheque is legitimate; and 

 checking with the company that wrote the cheque directly through other contact means 

to ensure the cheque is legitimate.  
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