
Transition to a One-Year CPD Term 

Effective January 1, 2020, the Law Society of Saskatchewan is changing
from our current three-year rolling CPD term to a one-year CPD term. 

The new requirements are as follows:

1.    Minimum annual CPD requirement of 12 hours, not fewer than 2 of which
must qualify as ethics hours; and

2.    Annual allowance for carry-over of up to 12 CPD hours (2 of which can
qualify as ethics hours) into the consecutive year.

Transition: In order to facilitate a smooth transition for our members, you will be
allowed to carry over all CPD hours reported in 2018 and 2019 (up to a
maximum of 24 CPD hours, 4 of which can be ethics), into 2020. The 12-hour
(2 ethics hour) carryover provision will then be triggered for 2021.

This means that you can carry over up to 24 CPD hours into 2020 and anything
over 12 hours will then be further carried over to 2021. With this transition plan,
no member will be in a more difficult position than they would have been if the
Law Society continued with the three-year rolling term because under that
structure, the 2017 hours would have “dropped off” in 2020 – therefore, in 2020
a member could only count hours reported as far back as 2018. Even if you
have reported all 36 hours in 2019, under both the old and the new system, you
will not need to report any further CPD hours until 2022.

Reasons: The goal of the Law Society in mandating CPD is to ensure members
maintain professional competence in their practice by undertaking professional
development throughout their careers. In making this change to a one-year
CPD term, the Law Society expects to accomplish the following:

1.  Decrease the complexity of the mandatory CPD structure in order to reduce
confusion and errors experienced by our membership, and eliminate the
challenges associated with administering the complicated three-year rolling
system.

2.    Increase consistency with other jurisdictions across Canada.

3.    Decrease the complexity and cost associated with developing and
maintaining an accurate CPD reporting database.

For more information related to the new CPD requirements and the reasons for
this change, please refer to our FAQ’s, and as always, please reach out if you
have any questions. Inquiries can be sent to: cpd@lawsociety.sk.ca.

We thank you in advance for your anticipated cooperation as we facilitate this
transition to a one-year.
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Did you know episode 3 of our Legal Skies podcast is available? 
In its third year, Access to Justice Week (from Oct. 20 to 26) provides
opportunities to engage in conversations about access to justice and highlight
initiatives aimed at improving access to justice in Saskatchewan. Our
Communications Specialist, Julie Sobowale, and Director of Legal Resources
and Communications, Melanie Hodges Neufeld, spoke with Brea Lowenberger
from CREATE Justice and Kim Newsham from the Ministry of Justice on the
growing demand for access to justice and what’s coming up in Access to
Justice week. Check out the podcast, Access to Justice Week 2019.

SLIA News – Useful Resources on SLIA Website 
SLIA would like to remind members about the resources available on the SLIA
website. In addition to information concerning your insurance policy, the
website contains:

FAQs on Reporting a Claim
Information on Limitation Periods
Lawyers Concerned for Lawyers Articles

Recent Posts on Legal Sourcery
Please visit the Law Society of Saskatchewan blog, Legal Sourcery, for daily
posts on legal research, legal resources, the legal community and the Law
Society such as:

Spread the Word: Free PBLS Legal Clinic Sessions across the Province
during Access to Justice Week
Access to Justice by Design
Legal Skies Podcast Episode 3 – Access to Justice Week 2019
Spotlight on #LegalAidMatters leading up to SK A2J Week

To follow the blog and receive an email notification of new postings, please see
our instructions.
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