
CAPT EDWARD LYMAN ABBOTT, MC &
BAR

1 May 1891-14 Aug 1918

EDWARD LYMAN “HICK” ABBOTT was
born on 1 May 1891 in Lovering, Ontario to
James Henry Abbott, a storekeeper and farmer,
and Mary Ann (Jackson) Abbott.  He had two
sisters: Rebena Myrtle and Rosa Gale, and a
brother: Samuel Percival.  Mary Abbott died in
1907 and James Abbott re-married in 1911.  Ab-
bott had a step-sister: Charlotte Ruth, and a
step-brother: Reginald John, with his second
wife.

Based on his will, Abbott appears to have been
in a relationship with Edith May Longworthy, a
teacher from Regina, Saskatchewan, when he
enlisted.

In 1897, the Abbott family moved from Ontario
to Assiniboia in what would become Saskatche-
wan as homesteaders. To encourage settlement
in Western Canada, the government offered par-
cels of land to individuals who were prepared to
live on and farm the land for a fixed period of
time.  The family ultimately settled, however, in
Regina.

Abbott was an exceptional athlete and played
lacrosse, hockey, football and basketball. He is

particularly known for his skill as a hockey
player.  Abbott played for the Regina Bees
when they won the Valkenburg Cup in 1912. He
was also a member of the Regina Victorias when
they won the Saskatchewan Senior Hockey
League Championship in 1913 and captained
the team when they won the Allan Cup in 1914.

Abbott attended the Regina Collegiate Institute
(later Central Collegiate Institute and now
closed) in Regina.  When he enlisted, he was
working as the Chief Clerk at the Saskatchewan
Attorney General‘s office and was a student
member of the Law Society of Saskatchewan.

 In September of 1915, Abbott enlisted as a Lieu-
tenant with the 68th (Regina) Battalion.
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Abbott’s skills as a hockey player came in handy
while he waited to go overseas.  The 68th Battal-
ion formed a senior hockey team that played in
Saskatchewan's Southern Section in 1915-16.

The 68th Battalion went overseas to England
from Halifax, Nova Scotia in April of 1916 on
board SS Olympic. The 68th did not, however, go
over to France and was broken up to provide
reinforcements to the Canadian Corps in Eu-
rope.   In September of 1916, Abbott joined the
52nd (New Ontario) Battalion in France.  The 52nd

Battalion had been in France since February of
1916 and served with the 9th Infantry Brigade,
3rd Canadian Division.

Abbott was wounded twice.

Abbott suffered a shrapnel wound to the shoul-
der on 7 October 1916 in fighting near
Courcelette, France.  The 52nd was providing
working parties to prepare the jumping off
trenches in advance of an attack on Regina
Trench (an enemy trench system near Thiepval,
France) that took place the following day.  After
receiving treatment at No 14 General Hospital in
Boulogne, France, Abbott was sent back to Eng-
land for treatment at the Reading War Hospital.
He returned to the Front in December of 1916.

Abbott was wounded a second time on 3 Sep-
tember 1917.  He took a bullet (or a piece of
shrapnel) in the right temple and eye while raid-
ing enemy trenches near Leuze, Belgium.  After
being treated at No 20 General Hospital in Bou-
logne, France, he was again invalided to Eng-
land.  This time, Abbott did not return to France
until almost four months later and was required
to wear eyeglasses as a result of this injury.

According to official records, Abbott was killed
in action on 14 August 1918 by enemy machine
gun fire on 14 August 1918.  However, accord-
ing to a personal account by a friend, he was
shot by a sniper.

According to the Battalion’s War Diary, the 52nd

was “holding the line” when Abbott’s Company
attempted to take an enemy machine gun posi-

tion.  The Company met heavy opposition and
Abbott was shot during the withdrawal.  The
following day the 52nd Battalion’s Commanding
Officer, Major-General (then Lieutenant Colo-
nel) William Wasbrough Foster, DSO, CMG,
VD, the Battalion Intelligence Officer and two
snipers went out and located the machine gun
position.  The Commanding Officer then per-
sonally led the attack to take out the position.

Abbott was 27 and is buried at Roye New British
Cemetery (I.B.13.) in France.  His family selected
the following inscription for his grave marker:
“HICKORY"; A TRUE & GALLANT GENTLE-
MAN; HIS LIFE STILL SHALL SPEAK.

Abbott was Mentioned in Despatches and was
twice awarded the Military Cross.  Abbott is one
of less than 3,000 individuals to be twice award-
ed the Military Cross.

Being Mentioned in Des-
patches means that Ab-
bott’s name appeared in an
official report in which his
gallant or meritorious ac-
tion in the face of the ene-
my was described.
Individuals who are Men-
tioned in Despatches wear
an oak leaf device on the
appropriate campaign
medal.

The Military Cross was created in December of
1914 to recognize “an act or acts of exemplary
gallantry during active operations against the
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enemy on land”.

Abbott’s first Military Cross was awarded for
his actions at Vimy Ridge on 9 April 1917.  The
citation for that award reads:

For conspicuous gallantry and devotion to duty. He
handled his men in the most capable manner, and
successfully led them through an intense hostile bar-
rage. He set a fine example of courage and initiative.

Abbott received the Military Cross a second
time for what he described in a letter home as
“just a little trench raiding affair”. The citation
reads:

For conspicuous gallantry and devotion to duty
when in command of a company in a raid in the
enemy's trenches. He led his men with the greatest
courage and determination, drove the garrison from
the enemy's position, and also attacked and dispersed
a hostile working party which outnumbered his force.
He blew up the enemy dug-outs, and held the position
covering the withdrawal of the remainder of the raid-
ing party, and was the last to leave the enemy's
trench. His gallantry and leadership contributed ma-
terially to the great success of the enterprise.

The town of Abbott, Saskatchewan is named for
Abbott.

In 1918, the Saskatchewan Amateur Hockey As-
sociation offered the Abbott Memorial Cup to
the Canadian Amateur Hockey Association in
Abbott’s memory.  The Abbott Cup was award-
ed from 1919 to 1999 to the champion junior
hockey team in Western Canada.  Abbott was
inducted into the Saskatchewan Sports Hall of
Fame in 2014.

All three of Edith Longworthy’s brothers, Lieu-
tenant William Earle Longworthy, MC, Gunner
Harold Lamont Longworthy and Bombardier
Ward Odell Longworthy, served in WWI.  Gnr
Longworthy was killed on 8 April 1917.

Abbott was a close friend of Ontario law student
Major Hal Charles Fryer, MC. The two men
served in the same Company.  Maj Fryer was
killed on 4 September 1917.  In 2014, he was
given an honorary call by the Law Society of
Ontario.

Maj HC Fryer, MC
 (1894-1917)

Medals Card and Military Cross with Bar


