
CAPT FRED EVEREST BANBURY, DSC

27 Oct 1893-1 Apr 1918

FRED EVEREST BANBURY was born in Wol-
seley, Saskatchewan on 27 October 1893.  He
was the only child of Robert Samuel and Susan-
nah Beatrice (March) Banbury.

Banbury’s father and his uncle, Edwin Ashley
Banbury, co-founded what ultimately became
Beaver Lumber Company.  Beaver Lumber was
Canada’s 4th largest building supply chain when
it was acquired by Home Hardware in 2000.
The brothers also appear to have acquired land
as homesteaders.  To encourage settlement in
Western Canada, the government offered par-
cels of land to individuals who were prepared to
live on and farm the land for a fixed period of
time.  Not every person who acquired land as a
homesteader engaged in full-time farming and
some people used homesteading to acquire
property.

Banbury received his early education in Wolse-
ley and Regina, Saskatchewan, where he attend-
ed the Regina Collegiate Institute (later Central
Collegiate Institute and now closed).  He went
on to attend Victoria College and then Universi-
ty College at the University of Toronto.

After completing his studies at the University of
Toronto, Banbury returned West and trained as
a teacher at Regina Provincial Normal School
(later Regina Teacher’s College and now the
University of Saskatchewan) in Regina. After
graduating, he worked for a time as a teacher in
Bredenbury, Saskatchewan before enrolling as a
student with the Law Society of Saskatchewan.
Banbury articled in Regina with the law firm
Frame, Secord, Turnbull & Goetz.

In March of 1916, Banbury began pilot training
at the Atlantic Coast Aeronautics School in
Newport News, Virginia.  Atlantic Coast was
established in 1915 by American aviation pio-
neer Glenn H Curtiss.  After obtaining his pilot's
certificate, Banbury went to England in July of
1916 with the intent of serving in the military.
He was commissioned with an Imperial Army
Regiment, but resigned commission so that he
could be commission with the Royal naval Air
Service.  Banbury received his commission in
the RNAS in June of 1916.

Banbury underwent further flight training in
England and reached France in Match of 1917,
where he served in No 9 Squadron (RNAS) on
the Dunkerque-Zeebrugge Front. No 9 Squad-
ron was re-designated No 209 Squadron when
the RNAS and the Royal Flying Corps came
together to form the Royal Air Force on 1 April
1918.

In July of 1917, Banbury was made a Flight
Commander. In December of 1917, he came
home on leave, but returned to Europe in March
of 1918.

Banbury is credited with 11 aerial victories be-
tween May 1917 and March 1918, making him
one of the top Canadian aces of WWI.  He scored
his first two aerial victories on 31 May and 1
June 1917 while flying a Sopwith Pup. He then
switched to the Sopwith Camel and, between 25
July and 23 November 1917, shot or forced
down eight additional enemy aircraft. He had
one final victory on 26 March 1918, just a few
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days before he died.

Banbury died in a flying accident on 1 April
1918.  According to contemporary accounts, he
suffered a heart attack while on a practice flight.

Banbury was 24 years old and is buried at Haze-
brouck Communal Cemetery (III.E.5.) in Nord,
France. The inscription on his grave marker
reads: HIS WORK FINISHED HERE; GOD'S
FINGER TOUCHED HIM; AND HE SLEPT.

After his death, it was announced that Banbury
had been awarded the Distinguished Service
Cross .  The DSC is awarded for gallantry during
active operations against the enemy at sea.
Banbury was eligible for the DSC because he
served with the RNAS.  Less than 2,000 DSCs
were awarded in WWI.  The citation for Ban-
bury’s DSC reads:

For displaying continuous skill and ability as a pilot
between February and December 1917, during which
period he was reported to have destroyed 11 enemy
machines.

Banbury’s cousin, and fellow Saskatchewan law
student, Driver Lloyd Ashley Banbury, was
killed on 17 April 1917 while serving with the
Canadian Field Artillery.  As children, Fred and
Lloyd Banbury lived across the street from each

other.

Banbury flew with No 209 Squadron with a
number of Canadians, including Captain Roy
Brown, DSC & Bar. Capt Brown is credited with
downing Captain Manfred Albrecht von Rich-
thofen, aka the Red Baron, on 21 April 1918.  No
209 Squadron’s (post WWI) crest depicts a fall-
ing red eagle to symbolize the downing of the
Red Baron by Capt Brown.
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