
PTE FREDERICK PERCIVAL COLE

7 Jan 1895-26 Oct 1917

FREDERICK PERCIVAL COLE was born on 7
January 1895 in Wolseley, Saskatchewan to
George Edmund and Fanny (Milton) Cole, He
had a sister: Daisy Maude, and four brothers:
Peard Milton, Edmond Salter, Stanley Ivor and
Cecil Maurice.

George and Fanny Cole had immigrated to Can-
ada from England in 1884 and homesteaded to
the West of Wolseley.  To encourage settlement
in Western Canada, the government offered
parcels of land to individuals who were pre-
pared to live on and farm land for a fixed period
of time. It was not uncommon for homesteaders
to engage in employment aside from farming,
and George Cole was a carpenter and contrac-
tor.  Among the projects George Cole worked on
was a flour mill and elevator in Wolseley.

In April of 1916, Cole enlisted with the 196th

(Western Universities) Battalion.  The 196th Bat-
talion was based Winnipeg, Manitoba and went
overseas to England from Halifax, Nova Scotia
on board SS Southland in November of 1916.
The 196th Battalion did not serve with the CEF in
France and was broken up to provide reinforce-

ment for the units of the CEF that were fighting
in France and Belgium.  Once in England, Cole
was taken on strength with the 19th Reserve
Battalion.

In March of 1917, Cole went over to France and
joined the 1st Battalion, Canadian Mounted Ri-
fles. 1 CMR had been in France since September
of 1915. The unit was originally a mounted
infantry unit and part of two Brigades consist-
ing of six Regiments of Mounted Rifles. Howev-
er, the conditions of the Western Front made
horses more of a hindrance than a benefit and,
in January of 1916, both of the CMR Brigades
were dismounted, converted to infantry and
reorganized as the 8th Infantry Brigade, 3rd Ca-
nadian Division.

Cole was killed in action on 26 October 1917, on
the first day of the Battle of Passchendaele.  The
Allied attack on 26 October 1917 began at 0540
with a creeping artillery barrage that shielded
the 3rd Division’s advance.  1 CMR was acting in
support of the 4th Battalion, Canadian Mounted
Rifles in the advance.   It is not clear with which
Company Cole was serving.  C Company ad-
vanced with 4 CMR in the initial attack. A Com-
pany advanced later in the morning under
heavy enemy fire and D Company followed in
the afternoon.  Cole was, however, one of the
over 25 officers and soldiers that 1 CMR lost in
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the fighting on 26 October 1917.

Cole was only 22 years old when he died.  He
has no known grave and is memorialized at
Menin Gate (Ypres) Memorial in Belgium and
on the Wolseley War Memorial.

Cole’s brother, Private Cecil Maurice also served
with the CEF during WWI, but did not go over-
seas.
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