
CPL MAURICE BENJAMIN DUQUETTE

4 May 1896-22 Aug 1917

MAURICE BENJAMIN DUQUETTE was born
4 May 1896 in Whitewood, Saskatchewan to
Adrien-Marthial and Marie Adela (Antaya) Du-
quette.  He had four sisters: Emelie Adrienne
“Emma”, Marie Melina (who died as an infant),
Marie Loisile “Lucy” and Leoni Georgina, and
four brothers: Joseph Adrien, Albert Noah, Vic-
tor and Emmanuel Jacques Jean.

The Duquette family were Francophone and
had come West from Quebec to what became
Saskatchewan.  There was a Canadian Pacific
Railway stop at Whitewood and the community
became the centre of economic activity for the
area.  In the move to settle the West, people from
various cultural backgrounds settled in and
around Whitewood.   It was said that a person
needed to know 11 different languages to do
business in Whitewood.

Adrien Duquette initially settled Whitewood in
1884 as a homesteader and worked as a retail
clerk until 1886, when he joined the Northwest
Mounted Police and served in Regina, Saskatch-
ewan. After leaving the NWMP, Duquette Sr
returned to Whitewood where he carried on

business as a retail merchant.  He served as
Mayor of Whitewood for four years.

The Duquette family’s home at 820 Lalonde St in
Whitewood is a Provincial Heritage Property.

In August of 1915, Duquette enlisted as a Private
with the 68th (Regina) Battalion.  The 68th Battal-
ion  and went overseas to England in May of
1916 from Halifax, Nova Scotia on board SS
Olympic.  The Battalion did not go over to France
and Duquette was taken on strength with the
28th (Northwest) Battalion in June of 1916 and
joined the 28th in France.  The 28th Battalion had
gone overseas in June of 1915 as part of the
Second Contingent and served with the 6th In-
fantry Brigade, 2nd Canadian Division.
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Duquette was shot in the shoulder on 15 Sep-
tember 1916 and was sent back to England for
treatment and to convalesce, but returned to his
Battalion in April of 1917.

On 21 April 1917, Duquette was wounded and
taken prisoner during an operation to “clean
up” the area in front of Lens, France.  The 28th

Battalion was providing close support to the 27th

(City of Winnipeg) and the 29th (Vancouver)
Battalions, but the Companies of the 28th Battal-
ion quickly got drawn into the fighting.

Duquette died of his wounds the next day, on 22
August 1917 while a Prisoner of War at Feldlaz-
Oignies, France.

Duquette was originally buried at Oignies, but

after the War his body was repatriated and he is
buried Cabaret-Rouge British Cemetery
(VII.J.14.) in Pas-de-Calais, France.

Duquette’s younger brother, Private Albert No-
ah Duquette, also enlisted and served with the
28th Battalion.  Pte Duquette died of wounds on
26 May 1917 and is buried in England. He was
bayoneted in the knee. The wound became in-
fected and he died of sepsis.  While they are not
buried together, the Duquette brothers are me-
morialized together on the War Memorial in
Whitewood.
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