
PTE ROBERT GORDON HADDEN

21 Apr 1897-9 Apr 1917

ROBERT GORDON HADDEN was born on 21
April 1897 in Port Arthur (now Thunder Bay),
Ontario.  He was the youngest child of Robert
John Mellis and Isabella (Jack) Hadden. He had
four older sisters: Margaret Bella “Maggie”, Eli-
za, Isabella and Helen Anne, and two older
brothers: William Jack and John (who died as a
teenager).

John Hadden was a Stone Mason who immigrat-
ed from Scotland to Canada in 1872.  Isabella
Hadden was also born in Scotland and immi-
grated to Canada in 1883.

Hadden was a homesteader.  To encourage set-
tlement in Western Canada, the government
offered parcels of land to individuals who were
prepared to live on and farm the land for a fixed
period of time.  Hadden’s father and his brother
also appear to have been homesteaders.  It
would not have been uncommon for more than
one person in a family to homestead in order to
maximize the amount of land available to the
family unit.  It also would not have been uncom-
mon for homesteaders to engage in other em-
ployment.

At the time he enlisted, Hadden was living in
Swift Current, Saskatchewan.

Hadden enlisted in July of 1916 as a Private with
the 209th (Swift Current) Battalion. He went
overseas to England with the 209th on board SS
Caronia at the end of October of 1916 and arrived
in England on 11 November 2016.  In England,
Hadden was taken on strength with the 102nd

(Central Ontario) Battalion and joined the Battal-
ion in France in January of 1917.  The 102nd had
been in France since June of 1916 and served
with the 11th Infantry Brigade, 4th Canadian Divi-
sion.  The Battalion was nicknamed “Warden’s
Warriors” after its first Commanding Officer,
Lieutenant-Colonel John Weightman Warden,
DSO.

Hadden was killed in action at Vimy Ridge on 9
April 1917.  According to the text The Story of the
102nd Canadian Infantry Battalion From BC to Bai-
sieux by Leonard Mcleod Gould:

Outside the weather had grown steadily colder, and
when at the stroke of 5.30 a.m. the barrage opened, a
driving snow was falling. It was just light enough to
see, and within five minutes observers came down to
report that the men of the 102nd had gone over as one
man in perfect formation.

While the 102nd Battalion reached all of their
objectives on 9 April 1917, it was at a heavy cost
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in terms of humans lives.  Hadden was one of
almost 250 members of the Battalion who lost
their lives that day.

Hadden was 19 years old and is buried at
Givenchy Road Canadian Cemetery (C.9.) in
Pas-de-Calais, France. He is also memorialized
on a plaque at St Paul’s United Church in Thun-
der Bay and on the family grave marker in Riv-
erside Cemetery in Thunder Bay.

Hadden had been a cadet.

Hadden’s brother, Pte William Jack Hadden,
also served in WWI with the Canadian Forestry
Corps.  He survived the War.
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