
PTE ANDREW RENWICK HAMILTON

17 Jul 1889-4 Jun 1916

ANDREW RENWICK HAMILTON was born
on 17 July 1889 in Whitechurch, Ontario to An-
drew and Christina (Craig) Hamilton.  He had a
sister: Frances Neal (who died as infant), and
five brothers: Charles (who died as infant), John
Craig, Charles McGill, James Anderson and
Hugh David Henderson.

In 1892, the Hamilton family moved West to
what became Saskatchewan and settled in Indi-
an Head.

Hamilton was educated in Indian Head and
Moose Jaw, Saskatchewan.  He articled under
Henry George Wilberforce Wilson, KC in Indian
Head.

Hamilton served with Princess Patricia’s Cana-
dian Light Infantry.  In May of 1915, he enlisted
as a Private with the 2nd University Company.
When PPCLI was founded it was made clear
that there would be no provision from the Cana-
dian Government for reinforcements and  PPCLI
was responsible for recruiting its own replace-
ments for casualties.  The University Companies
were created to reinforce PPCLI by recruiting

from university campuses with the main mobili-
zation centre at McGill University in Montreal,
Quebec.

Hamilton went overseas to England in June of
1915.  Once in England, he was taken on strength
with the 11th Reserve Battalion to wait until he
was required by PPCLI.  In September of 1915,
he was taken on strength with PPCLI in France.
PPCLI had been in France since December of
1914. It was the first Canadian combat unit to
arrive in France and initially served with the
British until December of 1915, at which point it
joined the Canadian Corps and became part of
the 7th Infantry Brigade, 3rd Canadian Division.

Hamilton was killed during the Battle of Mont
Sorrel.   He had volunteered to deliver a message
to the Front and never returned.  He was initially
reported wounded and missing sometime be-
tween 2 and 4 June 1916, but, in February of
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1917, he was officially declared to have been
killed on or since 4 June 1916.

During the Spring of 1916, the 3rd Canadian
Division was defending Mount Sorrel and pre-
paring to advance.  On 2 June 1916, however,
the German Army launched at attack to divert
Allied resources from the Somme.   The attack
opened with a massive artillery barrage in the
morning and the detonation of mines under-
neath the Canadian positions in the afternoon.
These attacks inflicted heavy casualties, and the
German Army overwhelmed the Canadians
and took Mount Sorrel.   The position was ulti-
mately retaken by the Allies on 13 June 1917 and
successfully defended on 14 June 1917.  During
the period between 2 and 14 June 1917, 1,100
Canadian were killed and a further 2,000, in-
cluding Hamilton, went missing.

Hamilton was 26 years old when he died.  His
body was never recovered and he, like so many
thousands of other Canadian soldiers killed in
WWI, has no known grave.  He is memorialized
at the Menin Gate (Ypres) Memorial.  He is also
memorialized on a grave marker in the Ceme-
tery at Indian Head.

Prior to enlisting in the CEF, Hamilton served in
the Militia for two years with The 16th Light
Horse (now the North Saskatchewan Regiment).

Hamilton’s brother, Gunner Hugh David Ham-
ilton, also a student-at-law, served in WWI with
the Canadian Field Artillery.  He survived the
War, returned to Canada and practiced law in
Tisdale, Saskatchewan.

Hamilton’s brother, Charles McGill Hamilton,
was elected to the Saskatchewan Legislature in
1919.  He held a number of portfolios, including
Minister of Agriculture, Minister of Municipal
Affairs and Minister of Highways.

Circumstances of Casualty Card


