
PTE LAWRENCE HOMER

5 Sept 1894-2 Jun 1916

LAWRENCE HOMER was born on 5 Septem-
ber 1894 in Carberry, Manitoba to John and
Hannah Martha Homer.  He had  a sister: Cath-
erine, and two brothers: James Richard and Wal-
ter Henry.

John Homer appears to have died when Homer
was a teenager.  After her husband died, Han-
nah re-married James McInnes and Homer had
two step-sisters: Elizabeth and Isabelle, and
three step-brothers: William Alexander, Hugh
Henry, Joseph James and Elmer.

Homer studied Arts and Law at University of
Saskatchewan in Saskatoon and was living with
his mother and step-father when he enlisted.

Homer served with Princess Patricia’s Canadian
Light Infantry.  In July of 1915, he enlisted with
the 3rd University Company and went overseas
to England in September of 1915.  He was taken
on strength with  PPCLI in December of 1915.

Homer’s military file is very light on the details
of his service.  It reflects only three events: his
arrival in England, his joining PPLCI and his
death.  Homer’s official date of death is 2 June

1916, but the exact circumstance of his death are
unknown.

His service file indicates that he was killed in
action sometime between 2 and 4 June 1916 at
Sanctuary Wood during the Battle of Mont Sor-
rel.

On 2 June 1916, the Germans launched a sur-
prise attack that was intended to take positions
on the high ground near Ypres, Belgium that
was being held by the 3rd Canadian Division.
The attack kicked off at about 0830 with an
artillery attack.  After pounding the Canadian
positions for four hours, the enemy detonated
mines just short of the Canadian trenches at
Mont Sorrel at about 1300.  The German Army
then advanced in waves and took the high
ground from the Canadians.  The 3rd Division
was devastated, but PPCLI held the flank at
Sanctuary Wood for 24 hours under heavy ene-
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my fire before being forced to withdraw.  Hom-
er was among the 150 Patricia’s lost at Sanctuary
Wood.

Homer’s body was not recovered and he is me-
morialized at the Ypres (Menin Gate) Memorial
in Belgium.  He is also memorialized on the War
Memorial in Yorkton, Saskatchewan and on the
Memorial Gates at the University of Saskatche-
wan.

Homer is not listed on the Law Society of Sas-
katchewan’s WWI Memorial, but the University
of Saskatchewan’s records indicate that he was
studying law when he enlisted.

Homer’s step-brother, Staff Sergeant Elmer
McInnes, also enlisted with the CEF.  He sur-
vived the War.

Homer enlisted, served and was killed with
fellow Saskatchewan law student Lance Corpo-
ral Percy Dennington Kisbey.

The Commander of the 3rd Division, Ontario
lawyer Major General Malcolm Smith Mercer,
CB, was among the Canadians killed at Mont
Sorrel.

The Defence of Sanctuary Wood by Capt K Forbes, ca 1917


