
PTE HERBERT ERNEST MCRITCHIE

16 Aug 1896-12 Mar 1919

HERBERT ERNEST MCRITCHIE was born on
16 August 1896 in Rodney, Ontario to David
Harrison and Pauline Elizabeth (Liebner)
McRitchie.   He had two brothers: Carl Alexan-
der and Donald Maurice.

On the 1901 census, David McRitchie identified
himself as a baker and grocer.  By 1916, howev-
er, the McRitchie family had moved West and
settled in Saskatchewan as homesteaders.   To
encourage settlement in Western Canada, the
government offered parcels of land to individu-
als who were prepared to live on and farm the
land for a fixed period of time.  McRitchie and
his brother Carl also appear to have been home-
steaders.  It would not have been uncommon for
more than one person in a family to apply to
maximize the amount of land available to the
family unit.  It would also have not been uncom-
mon for homesteaders to engage in other em-
ployment or to pursue a profession.

McRitchie studied law at the University of Sas-
katchewan in Saskatoon.

In March of 1916, McRitchie enlisted with the

Canadian Army Medical Corps.  He went over-
seas to England in August of 1916 and held a
number of staff positions before going over to
France with the Canadian Corps of Signals.  In
July of 1918, he was transferred to the Canadian
Corps Headquarters in France as a clerk and
was sent back to England in February of 1919.

McRitchie died at Fulham Military Hospital in
London on 12 March 1919.
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At the time of this death McRitchie was in pro-
cess of seeking his release from the CEF with a
view to attending university in England.  He
had cancer, but the official record of his death
indicates that McRitchie died of influenza.

McRitchie’s body was repatriated to Canada,
likely by his parents, and he is buried at Mor-
peth Cemetery in Morpeth, Ontario.  In 2013, his
name was added to the University of Saskatche-
wan’s War Memorial.

McRitchie was a gifted amateur cartoonist.  One
of his pieces entitled “The Dream The Doesn’t
Always Come True” depicts a sleeping soldier
on a ship going over to England dreaming of his
triumphant return to Canada.  It is published at
page 237 of Robert Ratcliffe Taylor’s 2013 book
The Ones Who Have to Pay: The Soldiers-Poets of
Victoria BC in the Great War 1914-1918.
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