
SGT JOHN MOORE

25 May 1891-9 Apr 1917

JOHN JAMES MOORE was born on 25 May
1891 at Fort Qu’Appelle, Saskatchewan to Rev-
erend William Samuel and Jane Moore.  He had
three sisters: Agnes Wilma, Jennetta “Neta” and
Theodosa, and a brother: William Wright.

Rev Moore was a Presbyterian missionary and
worked with various First Nations in Saskatche-
wan.   He was highly critical of the residential
school program.

In 1912, Moore obtained a BA from the Univer-
sity of Saskatchewan in Saskatoon and was a
law student when he enlisted.

In March of 1916, Moore enlisted as a Sergeant
with the 196th (Western Universities) Battalion.
He went overseas to England in November of
1916 and, once in England, was taken on
strength with the 19th Reserve Battalion.  Moore
joined the 102nd (Central Ontario) Battalion in
France in January of 1917.  The 102nd  had been
in France since August of 1916 and served with
the 11th Infantry Brigade, 4th Canadian Division.

Moore was killed in action on 9 April 1917, the

opening day of the Battle of Vimy Ridge.  He
was 25 years old.

The 4th Division’s objective on 9 April 1917 was
to take Hill 145, where the Vimy Memorial now
stands.  Hill 145 was the highest point on Vimy
Ridge and taking it was key to the ability of the
Canadians to hold Vimy Ridge.

Hill 145 was very heavily defended by battle-
hardened German troops and it was impossible
to take the position by surprise.

The 102nd Battalion achieved initial success in
seizing its first objectives on the forward slope
of Hill 145, but was the only Battalion in the 4th

Division that was able to do so.  Unfortunately,
the fact that the 102nd Battalion had taken its
objective meant that Allied artillery could not be
used to dislodge the enemy from its positions on
Hill 145.  The positions on Hill 145 occupied by
the 102nd Battalion were too close to the enemy
positions to risk the use of artillery.  lt was not
until 1300 in the afternoon that the 4th Division
was finally able to break through the German
lines and it was not until much later in the day
that the 85th (Nova Scotia Highlanders) was ulti-
mately able to take and hold Hill 145.

Moore is buried at Canadian No. 2 Cemetery in
Pas-de-Calais, France.   His family selected the
following inscription for his grave marker: NO
HOME; CAN NOW BE HOME TO ME; UNTIL
AGAIN YOUR FACE I SEE; WHEN JESUS
COMES. MOTHER
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Moore’s service record reflects that he reverted
to the rank of Private when he joined the 102nd

Battalion in France.  That entry was, however,
reversed and his rank is otherwise reflected as
being Sergeant.

Moore is not included on the Law Society of
Saskatchewan’s WWI Memorial. However,
when he enlisted he identified his trade or call-
ing as law student and, on the 1916 census,
Moore is identified as a law student working in
a law office in Prince Albert, Saskatchewan.

Moore had previous service with the 52nd Regi-
ment “Prince Albert Volunteers” (now the
North Saskatchewan Regiment).
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