
PTE THOMAS ROY SIMPSON, MM

27 Mar 1892–26 Nov 1918

THOMAS ROY SIMPSON was born on 27
March 1892 in Moose Jaw, Saskatchewan to John
Thomas and Elizabeth (Boyd) Simpson.  He had
a sister: Lila Maria (who died as an infant), and
a brother: Andrew Boyd.

John Simpson was a lumber merchant and he
died in 1911.

Simpson was a homesteader.  To encourage
settlement in Western Canada, the government
offered parcels of land to individuals who were
prepared to live on and farm the land for a fixed
period of time.  It would not have been uncom-
mon for homesteaders to engage in other em-
ployment or pursue a profession.

Simpson articled in North Battleford, Saskatche-
wan with Alder Brehaut, QC, the second lawyer
to be admitted in Saskatchewan.

Simpson enlisted in December of 1914, with the
82nd (Calgary) Battalion. The 82nd Battalion went
overseas to England in May of 1916, on board SS
Vaderland.  The 82nd did not, however, go over to
France and was used to provide reinforcements

to other CEF units.

Simpson ultimately joined the 8th (90th Winnipeg
Rifles) Battalion in France in May of 1915.   The
8th Battalion had been in France since February
of 1915 and served with the 2nd Infantry Brigade,
1st Canadian Division.

Simpson was awarded the Military Medal on 11
October 1916.  The Military Medal  was awarded
to other ranks for "acts of gallantry and devotion
to duty under fire".  The citation for Simpson’s
award reads:

For good service and devotion to duty  He has been
acting as a runner for six months ending June 1st last
and has at all times shewn willingness and bravery
when carrying despatches to and from the trenches.

Simpson was discharged from the CEF in April
of 1918, as being medically unfit for further
service.  His records indicate that Simpson first
became ill in September of 1916.  From what
exactly he was suffering is not clear.  However,
in November of 1916, while on leave in England,
Simpson’s condition worsened.  He was hospi-
talized and, in May of 1917, was sent back to
Canada.  Once back in Canada, Simpson re-
ceived treatment at military hospitals and con-
valescent homes in Calgary, Alberta and
Winnipeg, Manitoba prior to being discharged.

Simpson resumed his articles, but died of pneu-
monia on 26 November 1918.  He is not identi-
fied by the Commonwealth War Graves
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Commission as having died as a result of his
service in WWI.  This does not mean that his
death did not result from his service.  It means
only that he is not for official purposes recog-
nized as having died as a result of his service.
His name is, however, on the Law Society of
Saskatchewan’s WWI Memorial.

Prior to enlisting with the CEF, Simpson served
in the Militia for four years with the 22nd Regi-
ment, Saskatchewan Light Horse (now the
North Saskatchewan Regiment).

Simpson’s brother, Captain Andrew Boyd
Simpson, also served in WWI.  He survived the
War.


