
PTE MENO ROSSMOND STEWART

10 Aug 1896-3 Sept 1918

MENO ROSSMOND STEWART was born on
10 August 1896 in Moosomin, Saskatchewan to
Robert Whiteside and Sevilla Sybilla Mary
Maud (Lake) Stewart.  He had two sisters: Alice
Maud and Verna May, and a brother: Alan Carl.

Stewart Sr was a butcher.

Stewart received his law degree from the Uni-
versity of Manitoba in Winnipeg in 1916.

In March of 1916, Stewart enlisted with the 217th

(Qu’Appelle) Battalion.  The 217th Battalion was
based in Moosomin, Saskatchewan and went
overseas to England in June of 1917 on board SS
Olympic.  The 217th did not go over to France and
it was absorbed into a Reserve Battalion.

Stewart was promoted to Sergeant, but took a
reduction in rank to Private so that he could go
to France.  He went over to France with the 46th

(Saskatchewan Regiment) Battalion in Novem-
ber of 1917.  The 46th served with the 10th Infan-
try Brigade, 4th Canadian Division and earned
the nickname “the Suicide Battalion” as a result
of its extremely high casualty rate of over 91 per

cent.

In August of 1918, Stewart was awarded a Good
Conduct Badge.  The Good Conduct Badge was
an inverted chevron that was awarded to pri-
vate soldiers for two years of service without
being subject to formal discipline.  Somewhat
ironically perhaps, a few months later Stewart
was formally disciplined for being absent from
a billeting area without a pass.

Stewart died of wounds on 3 September 1918,
during Canada’s Hundred Days in the Battle of
Drocourt-Quéant Line.

On 2 September 1918, the 46th Battalion had bro-
ken through the Drocourt-Quéant Line, a set of
mutually supporting defensive lines set up by
the Germans between Dorourt and Quéant,
France and taken the village of Dury, France.
The 46th held Dury until being relieved on 4
September 1918.  Stewart was among the 320
casualties suffered by the 46th Battalion during
this period.  He was shot in the head and died at
No 3 Canadian Field Ambulance.

Stewart was 22 years old when he died and is
buried at Faubourg-D'Amiens Cemetery
(VI.F.25.) in Arras, France. His family selected
the inscription HE DIED THAT WE MIGHT
LIVE;  SADLY MISSED for his grave marker.

Stewart’s brother, Lieutenant Alan Carl Stewart,
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also enlisted with the CEF while a law student.
He survived the War, but near-fatal injuries suf-
fered at Passchendaele left him with a life-long
scar above his left eye.  He practiced as a Barris-
ter in Yorkton, Saskatchewan, and served as a
Member of the Saskatchewan Legislature and,
later, as a Member of Parliament.

The Law Society of Saskatchewan Memorial
includes a “Lieutenant MR Stewart”.  There is,
however, no record of a Lieutenant MR Stewart
from Moosomin being killed in WWI.  Stewart’s
enlistment papers indicate that he was a stu-
dent-at-law when he enlisted.  Stewart may
have been a Lieutenant in the Militia before he
enlisted with the CEF.  There is a record of a
Lieutenant MR Stewart serving with the 16th

Light Horse (now the North Saskatchewan Reg-
iment) in 1916.


