
2LT FREDERICK CLARENCE TANNER

29 Mar 1896-28 Jun 1918

FREDERICK CLARENCE TANNER was born
on 29 March 1896 in Strathroy, Ontario to Fred-
erick William and Mary (Dodds) Tanner.  He
had two sister: Marie Geraldine and Dorothy
Louise, and two brothers: Edward Harold and
Charles Reginald.

Tanner Sr was an accountant and at some point
moved his family West and settled in Saskatche-
wan

Tanner attended Regina Collegiate Institute (lat-
er Central Collegiate Institute and now closed)
in Regina, Saskatchewan.  He was gifted student
and received a scholarship to study at the Uni-
versity of Saskatchewan in Saskatoon.

The Tanner family was living in Moose Jaw,
Saskatchewan when Tanner enlisted.  Tanner
was articling with the law firm Broatch, Lennox
& Haig.

Tanner did not enlist with the CEF.  He enlisted
directly with the Royal Flying Corps some time
in the Spring or Summer of 1917.  Earlier in 1917,
the RFC had begun established training facilities
in Canada and actively recruiting in Canada.

Tanner received his flight training in Toronto,
Ontario and Fort Worth, Texas.  Beginning in
1917, the  School of Aerial Gunnery in Beams-
ville, Ontario moved South to Texas during the
Winter months.   He completed his initial train-
ing during the Winter of 1917/18 and was com-
missioned as a Second Lieutenant in February of
1918.  Tanner went overseas to England to re-
ceive advanced flight training.

By all accounts, Tanner was a exceptional pilot.
He received top marks while training in Fort
Worth and became an instructor at the School of
Special Flying at Gosport, England.

The School of Special Flying employed what
was known as the “Gosport System” to teach
pilots how to fly.  Early flight training had in-
volved teaching students little about the theory
of flight and or how to deal with dangerous
situations such as spins and engine failures.
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Students were, for example, warned to avoid
spins rather than being taught what caused an
aircraft to spin and how to recover.  The Gosport
System involved teaching students aerodynam-
ics and to apply that knowledge.   Over a period
of three weeks, students at the School of Special
Flying were put through an intense program
that involved spin entry and recovery, forced
landings, etc.  The Gosport System also involved
the use of a tube that allowed the instructor in
the rear seat to provide direction to the student
in the front.

Tanner was killed in a flying accident on 28 June
1918, while serving as an instructor with No 34
Training Squadron at Chattis Hill Aerodrome in
Hampshire, England.   His aircraft stalled in a
climbing turn and crashed.  Tanner was killed.
His student, Cadet Robert Oswald Standing
from Boston Mills, Ontario, was injured, but
survived.

Tanner is buried at Andover Cemetery (G.180.)
in Hampshire, England.  He is also memorial-
ized on a Memorial prepared for Regina Colle-
giate Institute.


