
LT PERCY THOMAS MORROW WALSH

21 Apr 1889-8 Oct 1916

THOMAS MORROW WALSH was born on 21
April 1889 in Durham County, Ontario to Alex-
ander Walsh, a farmer and Justice of the Peace,
and Sarah Ann (Howden) Walsh. He had an
older brother: James Cecil Howden Walsh.

Walsh appears to have been in a relationship
with Florence Salter.  She is identified as some-
one who, aside from his next of kin, was to be
notified if something happened to Walsh.

Walsh was educated in Port Hope, Ontario and
at Queen’s University in Kingston, Ontario.  He
received both a BA and a MA from Queen’s.
Walsh was gifted academically and received a
number of awards while studying at Queen’s.
After graduating, he took a position with the
Dominion Archives in Ottawa, Ontario.  Walsh
subsequently decided to study law and moved
to Yorkton, Saskatchewan where he articled
with the law firm Graham, Boland & Killam.

Walsh enlisted in July of 1915 with the 53rd

(North Saskatchewan) Battalion.  The 53rd Bat-
talion went overseas to England in late-March of
1916.  In June of 1916, Walsh was taken on

strength with The Royal Canadian Regiment in
France.

The RCR was part of Canada’s Regular Army at
the beginning of WWI.  In September of 1914,
the Regiment (supplemented by 400 First Con-
tingent volunteers) was deployed to Bermuda to
relieve a British Army Regiment and returned to
Canada in August of 1915.  After returning from
Bermuda, the RCR was sent overseas to join the
CEF and arrived in France in October of 1915.
The RCR served with the 7th Infantry Brigade,
3rd Canadian Division.

Walsh was listed as missing and later as having
been killed in action on 8 October 1916 at the
Somme during the Battle of the Ancre Heights.
On 7 October 1916, the RCR had relieved the 49th

(Edmonton Regiment) Battalion at the Front and
prepared for an early morning attack the next
morning. The objective of the attack was to take
a line of enemy trenches known as Regina
Trench.  The attack failed.

According to information provided by his fami-
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ly after the War:

There are but meagre reports of the final events of his
life. An officer has written that an advance was to be
made on the morning of the 8th and passing along his
lines, found Lieut Walsh and his men ready. They
went over at the time appointed but through defective
artillery preparations, the men encountered barbed
wire and many went down, among them this gallant
officer. His body was not found and therefore he was
officially reported dead after the usual delay.

Walsh’s body was never recovered and he has
no known grave.  He is memorialized at the
Vimy Memorial in Pas-de-Calais, France.

Prior to enlisting with the CEF, Walsh serviced
in the Militia with 16th Light Horse (now the
North Saskatchewan Regiment).

Walsh’s nephew, Thomas Howden “Gunny”
Walsh, served in WWII, Korea and Vietnam.  He
died in 2009.
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