
2LT WALTER BALMER WILLISCROFT

3 Nov 1888-26 Sept 1918

WALTER BALMER WILLISCROFT was born
on 3 November 1888 in St. Cloud, Minnesota to
Henry and Amelia Brown (Rogers) Williscroft.
He had two sisters: Ida Bell (who died as a
teenager) and Janet Annie, and three brothers:
William Cecil, George Benjamin and Ernest
Henry.

The Williscroft family immigrated to Canada
and lived in Victoria, British Columbia before
settling in Moosomin, Saskatchewan.  Willis-
croft, his father and his brother William were all
homesteaders.  To encourage settlement in
Western Canada, the government offered par-
cels of land to individuals who were prepared to
live on and farm the land for a fixed period of
time. It would not have been uncommon for
more than one person in a family to apply to
maximize the amount of land available to the
family unit.

Williscroft attended elementary school in Victo-
ria and then high school in Moosomin.  After
working for a number of years, he enrolled in
Normal School in Regina, Saskatchewan to train
as a teacher.  Williscroft graduated from Normal

School in 1908 and enrolled at Queen’s Univer-
sity in Kingston, Ontario with the objective of
becoming a lawyer.  In 1913, he obtained his BA
from Queen’s University in Kingston, Ontario.

Williscroft enrolled with the Law Society of Sas-
katchewan as a student in 1913 and articled at
the law firm Mundell & Proctor in Moosomin,
Saskatchewan.

In December of 1914, Williscroft enlisted as Pri-
vate with the 1st Regiment, Canadian Mounted
Rifles.  He was later promoted to Corporal and
went overseas to England with 1 CMR.  Willis-
croft went over to France in September of 1915
and served with 1 CMR through the conversion
of the CMR Brigades to Infantry.
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Williscroft was wounded twice while serving
with 1 CMR.

Williscroft was wounded the first time on 2 June
of 1916, during the opening attack of the Battle
of Mont Sorrel.  The German Army overran the
positions occupied by 1 CMR  and 4 CMR.  1
CMR was virtually wiped out during the attack
and the Commanding Officer, Lieutenant Colo-
nel Alfred Ernest Shaw, was killed during a
“determined stand” defending the Battalion
Headquarters when it was overrun by German
troops.  Williscroft was shot in the head, but
lived.  He was treated at No 13 General Hospital
in Bologne, France and spent time in England
convalescing before returning to France in Sep-
tember of 1916.

Williscroft had been back in France for less than
a month when, on 4 October 1916, he was shot
in the right leg.  He received treatment at No 12
General Hospital in Roun, France and was again
sent back to England to convalesce.  He did not,
however, rejoin 1 CMR in France.  After recover-
ing from his injuries, Williscroft joined the Royal
Flying Corp as a Cadet and was assigned to No
1 Officer Cadet Wing at St Leonards-on-Sea in
England to receive officer training.

Williscroft was commissioned as a Second Lieu-
tenant with the RFC in January of 1918 and then
attended the School of Military Aeronautics in
Oxford, England before being assigned to a
Training Squadron in September of 1918 to re-
ceive flight training.

Williscroft was assigned to No 73 Training
Squadron, at RFC Beaulieu near the village of
Beaulieu, England.  He was killed in a flying
accident on 26 September 1918 while operating
out of RAF Weston-on-the-Green near the vil-
lage of Weston-on-the-Green, England.  He lost
control of his Sopwith Camel while pulling out
of dive and crashed.

Williscroft is buried at Oxford (Botley) Ceme-
tery near Weston-on-the-Green.

Williscroft enlisted with the RFC, but was killed
with the Royal Air Force.  In April of 1918, the
RFC and the Royal Naval Air Service combined
to form the RAF.

Williscroft’s brother, Staff Sergeant Ernest Hen-
ry Williscroft, also enlisted and served with
Princess Patricia’s Canadian Light Infantry.  He
survived the War.

Williscroft was related to Saskatchewan law stu-
dent Private George Reginald McClelland.  Pte
McClelland was killed on 4 September 1916.

One of the partners in Mundell & Proctor, Lieu-
tenant David Mundell, also served in the CEF.
He died on 26 May 1915 of wounds suffered
while serving with the 5th (Western Cavalry)
Battalion.

Lt D Mundell
(1883-1915)


