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Goal: to create a resource that Indigenous people, their 
legal counsel, and the judiciary, can use to more fully and 
accurately understand the history that has created the 
distinct socio-economic situation confronting 
contemporary Indigenous people

I.e. to provide those responsible with considering 
Indigenous people’s Gladue rights with ways of accessing 
information relating to not only Indigenous communities 
and cultures, but the history of settler colonialism





- Derive from Section 718.2(c) of the Criminal Code. 
- The Supreme Court handed down its decision in R. v. Gladue in 1999. 
- Gladue rights are enjoyed by First Nations, Inuit, and Metis people. They emerge 

from the unique experiences and circumstances that Aboriginal people have 
suffered under settler colonialism. That is to say, Gladue rights are derived from 
Aboriginal people’s unique history as the original occupants of this land and their 
distinct experiences as the victims of settler colonialism:

“…the circumstances of aboriginal people are unique. In sentencing an aboriginal 
offender, the judge must consider: (a) the unique systemic or background factors 
which may have played a part in bringing the particular aboriginal offender before 
the courts; and (b) the types of sentencing procedures and sanctions which may be 
appropriate in the circumstances for the offender because of his or her particular 
aboriginal heritage or connection…. Judges may take judicial notice of the broad 
systemic and background factors affecting aboriginal people, and of the priority 
given in aboriginal cultures to a restorative approach to sentencing.”

Gladue Rights



From my perspective as an historian, it is important when 
sentencing a convicted Indigenous offender that the judiciary be 
provided with the intellectual apparatus and framework, as well as 
the information and content, that historians use to interpret the 
broad & unique systemic and background factors affecting 
Aboriginal people.  

In other jurisdictions this has been, in my view, not adequately 
done due to Gradue Report writers failure to situate the 
circumstances of an individual offender’s life in the context of what 
scholars now refer to as ‘settler colonialism.’ 

This has resulted in a ‘presentist’ bias in interpreting Gladue rights 
which in turn has worked to unintentionally victimize the offender’s 
family and community through the exposing of ‘particular’ 
expressions of disfunction rather than the ‘broad and systemic 
background factors.’  



- Settler colonialism is distinct from classic conquest 
colonialism

- Settler colonialism is predicated on colonists desiring 
Indigenous lands and resources (as opposed to 
principally exploiting Indigenous labour). This results in 
extreme marginalization (racial, social, economic, 
political)

- Settler colonialism is ongoing

- Settler colonialism was earlier enabled by the 
convenient rhetoric that Indigenous people were a 
“dying and disappearing people”

- Racism is an aspect of settler colonialism, but it is not 
the defining element



In addition to sophisticated search features, users are 
able to browse the d-base according to a variety of 
topics:



D-base searches allow researchers to engage in 
complex cross referencing of primary and 
secondary sources that are temporally and 
geographically organized



Disease and Illness





Acculturation and Assimilation



Prohibition on Indigenous Ceremonial and Ritual



Residential Schools



Settler Colonialism and the extension of government regulation 
over lands, resources, and people



Scrip and Treaty Commissions



Treaty Negotiations – expectations and betrayal



Metis Scrip – and systemic fraud



Peasant Farm Act – and government imposed Social Darwinism



The Pass System



“Pass System” d-base search



Indigenous Economics



Clearing land for uranium mining



Profound resource transformation



“Bison disappearance” d-base search results



Massive transformation in land management and resource access



Saskatoon’s tragic history of “starlight tours”



http://drc.usask.ca/projects/gladue/

http://drc.usask.ca/projects/gladue/
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