
 

 

Law Society of Saskatchewan Webinar: 

Ethical Issues and the Media 

Wednesday, May 30
th 

1:00 p.m. to 2:30 p.m. (Saskatchewan time) 

 

The following ethical scenarios will be presented during the webinar on Wednesday, May 30
th

.  

We encourage you to read the scenarios and provide questions and comments during the 

webinar. 

 

Scenario 1 

You have been retained to act for a wrongfully dismissed employee of a large corporation.  Your 

client has advised you that many of the corporations employees, including management maintain 

Facebook pages and that she was ‘friends’ with some of them.  Your client has advised that she 

had previously seen some rather unfriendly comments being made about the employer on other 

employee’s Facebook pages.  Since your client was fired, she has been ‘unfriended’, so your 

client suggests that you send a friend request to some of the employees as they will ‘friend’ 

anybody, and she gives you a list of names.   

 

There is a concern that the other employees may not be forthright with their opinions when the 

time comes because they would not want to lose their jobs.  You intend to use any of the 

information you obtain to advance your client’s interests in the litigation.  You send a ‘friend’ 

request that contains only your name.  You are aware that the corporation has representation and 

you know who that lawyer is, in fact he is a Facebook friend of yours. 

 

Have you done anything that is unethical or contrary to the Code of Professional Conduct? 

 

 

Additional Scenario Facts: 

As you are digging around on Facebook for your wrongful dismissal client, you happen across 

the name of a juror from an upcoming criminal trial where you are representing the defendant.  

You open the juror’s Facebook page and the privacy settings allow you to access the full 

Facebook page of the juror. 

 

Any concerns?  



 

 

Scenario 2 

You are a well-known family law lawyer and you are contacted by a prominent politician who 

wants a divorce.  The politician does not feel comfortable meeting with you at your office 

because it is in the building across the street from her husband’s place of work.  So you suggest a 

small out-of-the-way restaurant, where it is not likely anyone will recognize you or your client. 

The meeting goes well and the politician advises over dessert that she will retain you.  You are 

an avid tweeter and have recently started using Twitter as a business development tool.  You 

tweet on the way back to your car, “Had a great meeting with a new client.  Life is good”.  

Because you have enabled the ‘tweet your location’ feature on your Twitter account, your update 

includes your exact coordinates at the time of your post. 

 

What are the ethical concerns? 

 

 

 

Scenario 3 

A lawyer has been retained to represent a woman who has been accused of attempting to kill her 

mother-in-law.  Following the first appearance, the lawyer states the following comment to the 

media on the way out of the Court House. 

 

“My client is innocent!  The charges will be dropped, this is outrageous!  She is an upstanding 

citizen and justice will be served against the true perpetrator of the crime.” 

 

What are the ethical concerns? 

 


