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I. INTRODUCTION
The province of Saskatchewan has faced many difficult times. Few of
those tests can compare to the 1930s and 1940s, which brought first
a severe depression and then a world war. The Great Depression of the
1930s, accompanied by significant economic effects in many countries,
hit Saskatchewan particularly hard. In 1930, an unanticipated and
unprecedented drop in wheat prices had a devastating impact on a
region where 80 per cent of agricultural production was devoted to
wheat;1 the returns for wheat did not begin to recover until late in
the decade. A number of years of extreme drought, dramatically
reducing agricultural production in many parts of the province,
coincided with the market crisis to bring about a prolonged period of
privation and distress for the residents of Saskatchewan.2 While other
parts of the country began to recover economically by the middle of
the 1930s, the nadir of the Depression in Saskatchewan was not until
1937. By that time, it had become the most indebted of all the
provinces.3
Since 68 per cent of the population of Saskatchewan lived in rural
areas in 1931,4 the crisis in the agricultural sector affected
Saskatchewan’s urban municipalities as well. The cities also suffered
their own damage in the Depression; by July 1931, nearly one in four
male workers in Regina had lost his job.5
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In a province where the average cash income for a farmer
plummeted from $1,614 in 1928 to just $66 in 1933,6 it almost goes
without saying that, especially in rural areas, the practice of law and
career prospects for law graduates would be altered. It is clear, at least
in retrospect, that the Depression changed the career paths of many
graduates. It also affected the College of Law as an institution, though
these consequences are often difficult to identify. Those in the
College, like many people, assumed that the Depression would be a
transient phenomenon, and carried on as usual in many respects.
The Second World War presented a different set of challenges to
the province, and to the College of Law as well. In an institution
whose members were largely young men of the right age for military
service, it could be expected that many would be diverted from their
legal studies by the appeal to serve their country.7 At one point,
Frederick C. Cronkite, who was dean through the tumultuous times
of the 1930s and 1940s, claimed that 26 per cent of the living students
and graduates of the College had answered this call.8 That many
young men deferred their studies to join the armed forces also had its
effects, bringing to the College after the war a relatively large number
of older students with a different kind of life experience than most
cohorts. Both in wartime and in the immediate post-war period, the
nature of the student body in the College changed, and this required
a response from the dean and the faculty.
This article draws heavily on the papers of the College of Law and
of Dean Cronkite.9 This means that the paper reflects a particular

6
7

8

9

Ibid at 293.
A World War II memorial donated by a graduate who served overseas, Thomas
Deis, lists the names of over two hundred students and graduates who were in
military service during the war. It should be noted that one of the first women to
enlist in the Royal Canadian Women’s Auxiliary Air Force (“RCWAAF”), Marion
Bowie, was a graduate of the College. Bowie expressed disappointment that she
was assigned as a training officer rather than having her legal skills put to work
(letter from Marion Bowie to FC Cronkite [nd, but Cronkite responded on 10
March 1941], Saskatoon, University of Saskatchewan Archives [USaskA], College
of Law fonds, II. Dean Cronkite’s Correspondence, B. College of Law, (6) Students,
a. General, (1940-41)); after a reference letter from Dean Cronkite, she seems to
have been given the RCWAAF appointment (letter from FC Cronkite to Marion
Bowie (20 October 1941), Saskatoon, USaskA, College of Law fonds, II. Dean
Cronkite’s Correspondence, B. College of Law, (6) Students, a. General, (1940-41)).
Letter from FC Cronkite to Justice JFL Embury (10 March 1942), Saskatoon,
USaskA, College of Law fonds, II. Dean Cronkite’s Correspondence, B. College of
Law, (6) Students, a. General, (1942-43).
These papers are housed in the University of Saskatchewan Archives, located in
the Murray Building on the University of Saskatchewan campus in Saskatoon. The
papers include the “F.C. Cronkite fonds,” as well as Cronkite’s correspondence
included in the records of the Dean’s Office of the College of Law.

U of S College of Law in Times of Depression and War 323

set of concerns, and reflects them from a particular angle. These
limitations should be kept in mind.
There are several features of these papers, however, that allow the
creation of at least a partial portrait of the College as it experienced
depression and war. The first of these is that they shed light on the
decisions and deliberations of the faculty and the curriculum of the
College, and give some insight into how the more formal aspects of
the College administration were affected by these external events.
Though I will comment on these aspects to some extent, the focus of
the paper is not primarily on issues of legal education.10
Second, Cronkite was a prolific correspondent, maintaining
contact with faculty colleagues, students, and graduates as they
taught at the University of Saskatchewan and at other institutions,
pursued their studies, articled or practised in law offices, joined the
public service, worked in business and industrial settings, and served
in the armed forces. The Dean was clearly a favoured confidant and
source of advice, and through these letters, a wide range of voices
contribute their perspectives on the events of the 1930s and 1940s.
Finally, the papers describe the significant public role played by
Cronkite (and other members of the academy) as sources of expertise
and information. Cronkite was sought out by successive Saskatchewan
governments—of all political stripes—to chair commissions and
committees; to serve as government counsel on particular issues
before courts, tribunals, and the Judicial Committee of the Privy
Council; and to provide research and writing support for important
projects.11 Two of these projects, one from the 1930s and one from
the 1940s, are mentioned for their particular importance.
With T.C. Davis, the Attorney General of Saskatchewan, and
George Britnell, a professor of economics at the university, Cronkite
was responsible for drafting the Saskatchewan submission to the
Rowell-Sirois Commission on Dominion-Provincial Relations.12 As
noted earlier, the Depression had a crushing impact on Saskatchewan,
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and 1937, when this submission was drafted, was certainly the point
at which the extent of the damage was most fully evident.
Contributing to the difficulties faced by the province was the existing
fiscal system of the federation, which made each province responsible
for its own financial affairs. The Saskatchewan submission to the
Rowell-Sirois Commission proposed a new set of fiscal arrangements,
based on the principle of equalizing the financial circumstances of
all provinces through a revenue-sharing formula. The eventual
recommendations of the Commission largely adopted this approach
and, though the implementation of the recommendations was
interrupted by the advent of the Second World War and the opposition
of the “have” provinces of Quebec, Ontario, and British Columbia, a
new fiscal order, based on the principle of equalization, was ultimately
put in place. It has continued to the present with modifications.
The other project that underlines the importance of the public
role played by Cronkite was the Saskatchewan Reconstruction
Council, to which he was appointed as chair in 1943. The mandate
of the Council was to consult widely and make recommendations
to the Saskatchewan government of initiatives which should be
prioritized for public investment aimed at rebuilding the province in
the post-war period. The fact that Cronkite’s appointment continued
after the 1944 election of a Co-operative Commonwealth Federation
(“CCF”) government indicates that he was viewed as an authoritative
source of advice and not as a partisan choice.
Both of these projects deserve more detailed analysis, and they
will be alluded to, along with other examples of Cronkite’s public
commitments, only in passing. This paper is not intended to explore
in depth the processes, outcomes, or merits of any of these projects,
but to convey a sense of the experience of students and graduates,
faculty, and the dean, as they coped with the challenging times of the
1930s and 1940s.
II. DEPRESSION
When Solomon Kanee was opening a law practice in Melville in 1932,
the story goes that he shortened his name to Sol in order to minimize
the cost of having his name painted on the door.13 Whether true or
not, this anecdote conveys something about the impact of the Great
Depression on the legal profession in Saskatchewan. Particularly in
rural areas, it was a struggle for lawyers to make a go of it, and it was
perhaps a greater struggle for new lawyers fresh from the College of
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Law to establish themselves. Legal fees were often paid in kind, and
there were reports of lawyers going on relief to tide them over.14
Alastair Nicol, who spent a lot of time in his father’s law office
where there was “little to do but talk,” had originally planned on a
career in science, but the Depression inspired him to think of law:
“We were in the depths of the Depression and there was a great
ferment among young people to try and find a few answers to the
terrible problems with which we were all faced. I became interested
in politics and law.”15
In some cases, it was a challenge to obtain a law degree at all. Bill
Lederman, who went on to become a Rhodes scholar and an eminent
constitutional law scholar, wrote to Cronkite saying that because of
illness in his family and crop failure, he doubted whether he would
be able to return to the College in the fall.16 Orest Bendas, who had
come to Canada before completing a law degree at the University of
Czernowitz, worked on the university farm in partial payment of his
tuition fees.17
Many graduates of the College who were trying to make their way
in the legal profession faced some discouragement. Steele Sifton
wrote to Cronkite from Moose Jaw in the summer of 1932, observing
that “[t]hings may seem dry in Saskatoon but there is a luxurious
growth there compared to here.”18 In May 1935, Joseph McLean
reported that he was having a tough time attracting business to his
new law practice in Lloydminster.19 He refused to give in, however:
“You will be pleased to hear that despite the very severe winter, poor
crops, & consequent general business stagnation, that I am still out of
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Relief Camps. I am going to stick right with it, though at times one
becomes very discouraged.”20
Some underemployed graduates seem to have taken the opportunity
to extend their knowledge of the law. Bob Tracy, working in his
brother’s law office in Alsask, wrote that “[p]rospects are not so bright
however for even an average summer,” and asked the dean for reading
suggestions.21 A.R. Dahlstrom, in Indian Head, recalled Cronkite’s
advice to continue the study of the philosophy of law, and confessed
that he had neglected to do so: “However, since the practice of law at
this time does not make very great demands on one’s time, I should
like to begin now, in a small way, particularly with that branch of
Jurisprudence which deals with the ultimate aim of law.”22
Other young lawyers were more sanguine about practice.
Anthony Gerein, articling with John Fraser in Regina, acknowledged
that “[t]he song of wail and woe is…general here,” but said that he
and others he knew were very busy: his firm had “changed the tune
and every member is quite sure that things are just splendid.”23 The
climate of “wail and woe” seems to have been somewhat more
prevalent elsewhere. William McIntyre made the decision at eighteen
in 1937 while driving a truck through a dust storm that he would not
stay in Saskatchewan.24 After military service, he returned to complete
his law degree, but concluded that the ravages of the Depression and
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the social disruption caused by the war continued to support a decision
to leave.25
One of the more striking apparent outcomes of the Depression in
Saskatchewan was the decision of many young lawyers and recent
graduates to seek employment in other fields, particularly in government.
Fred Cross, articling with his father’s firm in Regina, asked Cronkite
for a letter of reference to support an application to the Department
of External Affairs in Ottawa:
My sudden decision to apply in this manner is prompted a
great deal by the condition of the law business at the present
time. In our own office business has dropped to about one
half of what it was when I started here and prospects for
improvement within the next year or two are not very
bright. There does not seem to be enough business to
warrant the firm employing me after my articles expire
unless they choose to do so out of pure non-business
considerations and in consequence I would not feel justified
in remaining if some other opportunity presented itself.26
When Wilbur Jackett returned from studying in Oxford to his home
town of Kamsack in 1937, the lawyer he had worked for prior to his
departure from Canada was not able to offer him employment.27 This
was something Jackett had worried about even while he was at
Oxford, as people were leaving Saskatchewan “in droves.”28
Eventually Gilbert Yule, a Regina lawyer, took him on for the sum of
$10 per week, and even at that rate Yule was sometimes unable to pay
him. Jackett eked out an income by taking some work as an insurance
adjuster.29 He also taught company law at the College of Law in the
1937-38 academic year.30 A fellow Rhodes scholar from British
Columbia suggested to Jackett that he should apply for a job in the
Department of National Revenue. Although he was unsuccessful with
that application, he did obtain a post as a legal officer in the Department
of Justice; though he had to pay his own way to get to Ottawa at the
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beginning of 1939, he was paid $220 per month—five times as much
as his Regina employer had been able to pay him.31
Jackett’s biographer credits him with being responsible for the
recruitment to the federal public service of the other two members of
the “Saskatchewan Triumvirate,” Elmer Driedger and David Mundell,
who made a considerable impression on the department, particularly
for their work during the war.32 David Mundell, who had a scholarship
to Oxford from the Imperial Order Daughters of the Empire, graduated
from the College of Law in 1935, two years after Jackett. While at Oxford,
he had mused about returning to Saskatchewan “with the return of
good crops and I hope good times” to pursue an academic career,33
but by August 1939 he was in Ottawa seeking a public service job,34
and on September 6, 1939 he notified Cronkite that he had been offered
a junior counsel position in the Department of Justice.35 Driedger,
who graduated in 1934 and studied in Germany before the war, was
originally appointed as librarian of the Supreme Court of Canada in
1940, but moved to the Department of Justice after a short time.
From his vantage point as a junior solicitor in the Department of
Justice, Alex Cattanach, later a Federal Court judge, wrote to the dean
attesting to the quality of the education he had received:
One thing I would say in confidence is that the Ontario
solicitors are not on a par with the Saskatchewan ones.
Perhaps it is my new enthusiasm which prompts me to
scrutinize all material very carefully, but I have seen no
petition that is perfect, which is the standard that such
Saskatchewan men as EF Whitmore [a faculty member in
the College of Law] insist on.36
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Harold Clawson obtained employment in the mining industry in the
summer of 1934, and was uncertain whether he should accept an
offer to article with a law firm in Saskatchewan for $15 per month.
He was inclined to do so, as he felt that “I am extremely lucky to get
any salary at all.”37 Clawson apparently found practicing law to be
very discouraging, however; in the summer of 1937, he wrote to
Cronkite asking for a letter of reference to go with an application for
a job in the federal Department of Labour, saying “[m]y faith in
Saskatchewan is all but shattered.”38 He wrote asking for further
advice in September, saying he could return to Saskatchewan if things
improved, but that he was “resigned to giving up the practice of law.”39
Though Cronkite was naturally interested in the struggles of
members of the profession during the Depression, and in the
implications of the Depression for the job prospects of students, he
was also focused on maintaining the quality of the law school and
the education it offered. He was in the thick of the national debates
on legal education during this period. This was perhaps the only time
when the law schools and profession engaged systematically in
discussion of the subject. Cronkite brought to these discussions both
a commitment to establishing national standards, an outcome which
proved unattainable at the time, and a sophisticated appreciation of
the merits and disadvantages of different models of preparation for
the practice of law. Cronkite’s own strongly-held view was that a
period of several years of full-time study was indispensable.40
A glimpse of the academic life of the College during the 1930s
can be gained from successive annual reports made by the dean to the
president of the university. In 1929, Fred Sheppard joined the fulltime faculty following the departure of the former dean, Arthur
Moxon; this brought the full-time faculty complement to three,
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including Cronkite and Alex Corry.41 The teaching provided by this
group was augmented by the work of several committed part-time
lecturers, including Moxon, Bill Estey, and Andrew Sibbald.42 Despite
the small size of the faculty, it was necessary to offer a complete basic
curriculum, and the teaching resources available did not allow many
additions. In a letter to F.C. Auld, Professor of Roman Law and
Jurisprudence at the University of Toronto, Cronkite explained that
he thought the “first task” of the law school was to “train men in the
fundamentals of our own system with a view to their entering practice,”
and that he did not think there was space in the curriculum for
Roman law.43
It should be noted that Cronkite always thought of a good
grounding in jurisprudence as one of the “fundamentals” of the
curriculum. In an interesting comment to President Murray about
the nature of the law curriculum, Cronkite expressed the view that,
while the case method was useful in “separating the wheat from the
tares among the students,” exclusive reliance on it “may make a good
lawyer and lose a good citizen.”44 Thus, in addition to placing stress
on the jurisprudence course, the College intended to engage upper
year students in investigating particular themes or problems, so that
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each student would get “a better picture of the whole field of law and
its connection with social life.”45
Cronkite also hoped that it would be possible to add more course
choices with the “return of prosperity.”46 In fact, the College did add
a course in “Statutes and Administrative Law” to the program in
1935-36,47 becoming among the first university-based law schools to
include the subject. This field was of particular interest to Cronkite
himself and to Alex Corry, who taught the inaugural course;48 they
were both of the view that public law was of increasing importance
in the context of the burgeoning array of administrative bodies and
statutory decision makers.49 Courses in equity and insurance law
were also added.50
The heavy teaching loads required from the small band of faculty
were (along with the resources available for library acquisitions) a
steady source of frustration to Cronkite.51 Although he paid tribute
to the quality of work of his colleagues, he denied that heavy teaching
loads were a sign of efficiency: “[The staff] do claim, however, that
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legislative intervention may have been a factor in the gradual escalation of
tension between him and some prominent members of the legal profession in
Saskatchewan, but that is a story for another day.
Memorandum from FC Cronkite to WC Murray [1933-34 Report] (28 March
1934), supra note 42 at 1-2.
In the report for 1935-36, Cronkite said that for the first time, “the senior students
have outgrown the library—a fact at once promising and depressing” (memorandum
from FC Cronkite to WC Murray [1935-36 Report] (15 April 1936), supra note 47
at 4).
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they cannot be efficient when their efforts must be extended over
such a diversity of materials.”52
Furthermore, Cronkite expressed concern about the impact of
heavy teaching loads on the aspirations of faculty members to pursue
research.53 That encouraging faculty research was a goal was evident
from the beginning of Cronkite’s tenure as dean,54 and he carefully
noted all of the scholarly contributions of faculty members, including
their work preparing casebooks.
Cronkite was also hoping to establish a graduate program. In the
annual report for 1930-31, he noted that Anthony Gerein, a thirdyear student at the time, had undertaken a research project on
“juristic concepts underlying the relief of poverty,” and that he had
also produced a publishable article on “the historical attitude of the
Common Law and English and Canadian legislation towards the
preservation of life.”55 In 1932, Cronkite told Ernie Whitmore, who
had inquired about doing graduate work, that the university Committee
on Graduate Studies seemed favourable, but that developing a graduate
course would take time;56 Whitmore responded that he would be
willing to do some informal preparatory work under the guidance of
College faculty.57 Ian Wahn, who graduated in 1936, spent the 193652
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Memorandum from FC Cronkite to WC Murray [1934-35 Report] (24 April 1935),
Saskatoon, USaskA, President’s Office fonds, Series I., B. Name and Subject Files, 38.
Departmental Reports, /40. Law, (1913-37) at 3. In the 1934-35 academic year,
Cronkite and Sheppard were teaching fifteen and sixteen hours per week, respectively,
in the absence of Corry, who was doing graduate work at Columbia (ibid at 1-2, 5-6).
See e.g. his comment that a heavy teaching load made it difficult for Sheppard to
do any research (ibid at 6). Cronkite repeated this concern the following year
(memorandum from FC Cronkite to WC Murray [1935-36 Report] (15 April 1936),
supra note 47 at 2-3). It cannot be said that these limitations permanently blunted
the scholarly enthusiasm of all faculty members. Corry, of course, became an
eminent scholar, and Russell Hopkins, who replaced him, also achieved a name as
a constitutional scholar (see R Blake Brown, “The Canadian Legal Realists and
Administrative Law Scholarship, 1930-1941” (2000) 9 Dal J Leg Stud 36).
Memorandum from FC Cronkite to WC Murray, “College of Law Report [192930]” (16 May 1930), supra note 41 at 1.
Memorandum from FC Cronkite to WC Murray [1930-31 Report] [nd], Saskatoon,
USaskA, President’s Office fonds, Series I., B. Name and Subject Files, 38.
Departmental Reports, /40. Law, (1913-37). There seem to be two different reports
for this year, and this comment comes from the first of these.
Letter from FC Cronkite to EF Whitmore (18 August 1932), Saskatoon, USaskA,
College of Law fonds, II. Dean Cronkite’s Correspondence, B. College of Law, (6)
Students, a. General, (1929-33).
Letter from EF Whitmore to FC Cronkite (10 September 1932), Saskatoon, USaskA,
College of Law fonds, II. Dean Cronkite’s Correspondence, B. College of Law, (6)
Students, a. General, (1929-33). Cronkite claimed that the College was the first
law school in the country to get approval for a graduate course (letter from FC
Cronkite to James O Begg (2 November 1932), Saskatoon, USaskA, College of Law
fonds, II. Dean Cronkite’s Correspondence, B. College of Law, (6) Students, a.
General, (1929-33)).
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37 year as a “special research scholar” in the College58 before going
to Oxford to take up a Rhodes scholarship; this suggests that the
establishment of a formal graduate program had not yet taken place
by that time.
In 1936, the College became the home of the Saskatchewan Bar
Review, a project proposed by two recent graduates of the College,
Stuart Thom and David Tyerman. Thom and Tyerman sought funding
from the Benchers of the Law Society, and proposed to create a
journal that would include “technical” information such as case
comments and articles provided by the faculty, editorials about legal
issues, news about the profession in Saskatchewan, and proposals for
law reform.59 Thom and Tyerman continued as editors until 1943,
when they enlisted in the military, and the faculty of the College
assumed responsibility for the journal from that point forward.
One sign of the soundness of the academic program at the
University of Saskatchewan may have been the success of College of
Law graduates in competition for Rhodes scholarships. Given the
limited enrollment in the College, the fairly steady stream of Rhodes
scholars in the 1930s—Russell Hopkins, Ian Wahn, Wilbur Jackett,
Bill Lederman—was clearly a source of pride.60 It was also no doubt a
58
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Memorandum from FC Cronkite to WC Murray [1936-37 Report] (26 April 1937),
supra note 42 at 3.
Letter from Stuart Thom to FC Cronkite (10 September 1935), Saskatoon, USaskA,
College of Law fonds, II. Dean Cronkite’s Correspondence, B. College of Law, (6)
Students, a. General, (1934-36); letter from Stuart Thom to FC Cronkite (28
September 1935), Saskatoon, USaskA, College of Law fonds, II. Dean Cronkite’s
Correspondence, B. College of Law, (6) Students, a. General, (1934-36).
Edward A. Bence, who had been a Saskatchewan Rhodes scholar in 1929, had
completed an arts degree, and returned from Oxford afterwards to complete a law
degree (letter from FC Cronkite to Sidney Smith (13 January 1933), Saskatoon,
USaskA, College of Law fonds, II. Dean Cronkite’s Correspondence, B. College of
Law, (5) Other Universities, (1929-53)). In 1938, Lederman competed with another
Saskatchewan arts student, Gordon Robertson, for the Rhodes scholarship.
Robertson got the 1938 scholarship, and Lederman was the Rhodes scholar for
1939, deferring his studies to go into the armed forces (Gordon Robertson,
Memoirs of a Very Civil Servant: Mackenzie King to Pierre Trudeau (Toronto: University
of Toronto Press, 2000) at 15-16). The Depression continued to make Lederman’s
life difficult even after he graduated, when he reported difficulty finding work:
“They killed too many cattle in the South country last year for the dairies to
require extra help” (letter from Bill Lederman to FC Cronkite (22 May 1938),
Saskatoon, USaskA, College of Law fonds, II. Dean Cronkite’s Correspondence, B.
College of Law, (6) Students, a. General, (1937-39)). Gordon Blair was awarded a
Rhodes scholarship in 1941, and also deferred his studies at Oxford until after his
service in the war; he later became a politician and judge in Ontario. Other
students, like David Mundell and Elmer Driedger, were successful in obtaining
other major scholarships. George Curtis, a 1928 graduate, had been a Rhodes
scholar, and in 1934 told Cronkite that he had been offered a faculty position at
Dalhousie. Cronkite responded that “your appointment to an eastern University
has been a triumph for us, for we realize that to an easterner the West is an
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matter of pride that Saskatchewan graduates were well-regarded at
Oxford. Hopkins reported that “Saskatchewan has an excellent
reputation in law with the Rhodes people in Oxford.”61 David Mundell
wrote:
I always have had the idea that simply because we were so
young and so far in the backwoods in Saskatchewan that
we could not possibly compare. My own observations are
that this is not true and that we compare on equal ground
in law which is one of the strongest departments here.62
Mundell felt that the Oxford tutorial system worked well for him as
an advanced student, but he was glad that he had been well prepared
at the College of Law through an emphasis on reading cases.63 Jackett
wrote that he had experienced some difficulty adjusting to the different
system, and that it was very difficult “to find time in which to work,
especially if one attends lectures.”64 Ian Wahn was particularly critical
of the Oxford system; he wrote Cronkite: “[t]he average tutor is
proficient enough at his job—which is to get students through the
exams with the highest possible marks—but there is nothing
inspiring about them and though useful they are not necessary and
not worth the money.”65
Saskatchewan Rhodes scholars certainly do not seem to have had
any trouble meeting the expectations of Oxford examiners. Jackett
fell just short of a first in both the Bachelor of Arts and Bachelor of
Civil Law programs, consoling himself that “a second is as good as a
first for practice anyday.”66 Russell Hopkins reported that he was one
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intellectual wilderness” (letter from FC Cronkite to George Curtis (10 August
1934), Saskatoon, USaskA, College of Law fonds, II. Dean Cronkite’s
Correspondence, B. College of Law, (6) Students, a. General, (1934-36)). Curtis, of
course, went on to become the first dean of the faculty of law at the University of
British Columbia.
Letter from Russell Hopkins to FC Cronkite (3 June 1935), Saskatoon, USaskA,
College of Law fonds, II. Dean Cronkite’s Correspondence, B. College of Law, (6)
Students, a. General, (1934-36).
Letter from David Mundell to FC Cronkite (5 July 1938), supra note 33.
Ibid. This echoes the thoughts of Alex Corry, who had been a Rhodes scholar in
1924. Corry observed of his time at Oxford, “[i]n the strict professional sense,
nothing I was exposed to there was as good as what I already had. But I did learn
to work on my own” (McConnell, Prairie Justice, supra note 14 at 124).
Letter from Wilbur Jackett to FC Cronkite (4 November 1934), Saskatoon, USaskA,
College of Law fonds, II. Dean Cronkite’s Correspondence, B. College of Law, (6)
Students, a. General, (1934-36).
Letter from Ian Wahn to FC Cronkite (18 July 1938), Saskatoon, USaskA, College
of Law fonds, II. Dean Cronkite’s Correspondence, B. College of Law, (6) Students,
a. General, (1937-39).
Pound, W.R. Jackett, supra note 27 at 44. Wahn also reported that he had achieved
what his tutor described as “a sound, though not a brilliant second” (letter from
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of two (out of two hundred) students who had received a “certain
first” in his jurisprudence course, sparing him the ordeal of the viva,
the dreaded oral component of the examinations.67
There are two slightly inconsistent images that emerge for the
College during the 1930s. One is of an institution affected by the
environment of a province convulsed by financial and agricultural
disaster, an environment in which many found attendance at law
school or the practice of law untenable, and some were driven to
leave the province and perhaps the legal profession altogether. On
the other hand is an image of the College as a centre of lively
intellectual activity, where students and graduates engaged the dean
in continuing discussion of complicated legal issues, where a small
faculty managed to establish a law school with a decent reputation,
and where students were prepared to hold their own in academic
settings of far more renown.
III. GATHERING CLOUDS
Though Saskatchewan was at last beginning to recover from the
Depression by the late 1930s, preoccupation with the Depression was
quickly replaced by concern about the growing tension in Europe.
Hopkins reported from Oxford in 1935 that “[t]he international
situation here does not seem to be immediately precarious,”68 but it
became difficult to ignore the events that contributed to the growing
alarm in Europe about the actions of the Hitler regime. Shortly after
his move to Queen’s University, Alex Corry indicated that he thought
he had taken up political science just in time for it to become a
“storm centre of controversy.”69 The topic of Canada and the next
war had become a “heated subject of discussion” in Kingston, with
those most vociferously arguing a war might be necessary to preserve
democracy the “least likely to be killed in defending it—or doing
whatever the participants in a modern war are really doing.”70 Corry
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Ian Wahn to FC Cronkite (8 September 1939), Saskatoon, USaskA, College of Law
fonds, II. Dean Cronkite’s Correspondence, B. College of Law, (6) Students, a.
General, (1937-39)).
Letter from Russell Hopkins to FC Cronkite (21 July 1934), Saskatoon, USaskA,
College of Law fonds, II. Dean Cronkite’s Correspondence, B. College of Law, (6)
Students, a. General, (1934-36).
Letter from Russell Hopkins to FC Cronkite (29 April 1935), Saskatoon, USaskA,
College of Law fonds, II. Dean Cronkite’s Correspondence, B. College of Law, (6)
Students, a. General, (1934-36).
Letter from Alex Corry to FC Cronkite (7 March 1937), Saskatoon, USaskA, College
of Law fonds, II. Dean Cronkite’s Correspondence, B. College of Law, (2) Faculty,
(1930-42).
Ibid. Corry was particularly concerned about the possible impact on national
unity of Canada’s involvement in a war (ibid).
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was pessimistic that a war would accomplish anything, but thought
it likely to occur.71 At the end of 1938, the faculty of the College sent
a telegram72 endorsing a resolution of the Faculty of Law at the
University of Amsterdam deploring the abuses of civil rights that
were occurring in “some countries.”73
The Saskatchewan scholars at Oxford continued to travel on the
continent during their vacations, but they were not unaware of the
dramatic events taking place in Europe.74 Ian Wahn wrote from
Oxford in September 1938 that he thought war was imminent, and
he planned to return to Canada.75 Cronkite was startled by this news,
and advised Wahn, since this eventuality had not materialized,
“please don’t be too disturbed by your political emotions. Put them
on the shelf and read some law.”76
In the summer of 1939, Gordon Robertson and two friends from
Oxford travelled to Scandinavia and the Baltic countries on a
motorcycle with a sidecar, encountering considerable military traffic
on the roads when they were returning through East Prussia.77 In
Danzig, “a seething cauldron of hatreds,”78 they had planned to stay
in a German student hostel but found it had been taken over by black
shirts.79 When they met a German air force officer in Magdeburg,
they were surprised by the total acceptance “by an educated and
intelligent man of the position portrayed in the controlled press and
Nazi propaganda.”80 They began to realize how serious the European
situation was and hurried back to England, arriving on August 14, less
than three weeks before the eruption of world war.81
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Ibid.
Telegram from University of Saskatchewan Faculty of Law (9 December 1938),
Saskatoon, USaskA, College of Law fonds, II. Dean Cronkite’s Correspondence, B.
College of Law, (1) General, (1930-57).
Telegram from University of Amsterdam Faculty of Law (30 November 1938),
Saskatoon, USaskA, College of Law fonds, II. Dean Cronkite’s Correspondence, B.
College of Law, (1) General, (1930-57).
Some of their experiences are outlined immediately below. The spring and fall of
1938 were particularly notable, seeing the German annexation of Austria and the
dismantling of Czechoslovakia, respectively.
Letter from Ian Wahn to FC Cronkite (28 September 1938), Saskatoon, USaskA,
College of Law fonds, II. Dean Cronkite’s Correspondence, B. College of Law, (6)
Students, a. General, (1937-39).
Letter from FC Cronkite to Ian Wahn (12 October 1938), Saskatoon, USaskA,
College of Law fonds, II. Dean Cronkite’s Correspondence, B. College of Law, (6)
Students, a. General, (1937-39).
Robertson, supra note 60 at 23-25.
Ibid at 25.
Ibid at 25-26.
Ibid at 27.
Ibid at 27-28.
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The law students still in Saskatchewan were also in a state of
suspense about the prospect of war. Sandy MacPherson, who had
done badly on the bar admission examinations in the summer of
1939, said he had been waiting to hear whether issues with his vision
would prevent him from getting a commission in the artillery; he said
he had been “unnerved by the war of nerves.”82 William McIntyre
described the atmosphere in the College when he started his second
year in 1939 as follows:
We knew at the university we were going to be in the war.
I remember the Dean of the law school saying to us boys
that there would be lots of war for us and there should be
no hurry. One of the most moving things about the first
year of the war was that father and mother wanted me to
stay on, the Dean wanted me to stay on, and most of the
class did stay on.83
This lull proved temporary, and increasing numbers of students and
graduates of the College enlisted in the armed forces, as well as a
faculty member, Russell Hopkins, who enlisted in the air force.
Cronkite told a Regina lawyer inquiring about students that virtually
all of the male graduates of 1940 were expecting to be in the military
before long. He mentioned two who were unplaced;84 one of them,
August Nowosad, would be one of the first graduates to be killed,
dying in an air training accident in 1942.85 Ironically, Cronkite
recommended Marion Bowie, saying “I can see several advantages in
employing a girl student at this time.”86 Bowie also entered the
armed forces, being the first woman graduate of the College to obtain
a commission.
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Letter from MA MacPherson Jr to FC Cronkite (11 September 1939), Saskatoon,
USaskA, College of Law fonds, II. Dean Cronkite’s Correspondence, B. College of
Law, (6) Students, a. General, (1937-39). MacPherson apologized that his father, M.A.
MacPherson Sr., had made “a fuss” about giving him an opportunity to write special
examinations; Sandy indicated that he would wait for the regular examinations
(ibid).
McConnell, McIntyre, supra note 24 at 5.
Letter from FC Cronkite to MA MacPherson (13 May 1940), Saskatoon, USaskA,
College of Law fonds, II. Dean Cronkite’s Correspondence, B. College of Law, (6)
Students, a. General, (1940-41).
Another graduate, Wylie Wood, died around the same time in a similar accident.
Cronkite described Wood as a brilliant student. He “took the position…that it was
futile to expect a general recognition of the dignity of human life in the face of
religious and economic establishments, international chaos and the nature of
men” (McConnell, Prairie Justice, supra note 14 at 141).
Letter from FC Cronkite to MA MacPherson (13 May 1940), supra note 84.
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Cronkite himself was somewhat ambivalent about the war,
though he accepted that it was necessary to deal with Nazism. In a
letter to Walter Tucker, a graduate of the College who was a Liberal
MP, just before the Canadian declaration of war, he said that he
hoped there would be a “sensible” basis for Canadian participation in
the war, that it would be based on “opposition to Nazism, or
Hitlerism, as it has been practiced during the last few years, rather
than mere traditionalism.” If not, he feared participation would fuel
“the growth of jingoism.”87 Some days later, he conveyed to Tucker
his impressions of the discussion of the war in the House of
Commons, particularly of the speech given by J.S. Woodsworth of the
CCF, who was a pacifist: “As to pacifism in general, I have often heard
it remarked that a pacifist is the only man in the world who is
completely right but he just lives in the wrong world. That is the
impression I get of Mr. Woodsworth’s speech.”88
Dean Cronkite was correct in his prediction that many students
would take up military service. He maintained contact with many
current and former students, and his correspondents were able to fill
him in on the activities of others. In the early days of the war, most
of them were taking training courses in Canada, or awaiting news of
postings overseas. Bill Lederman wrote from his training course at
Shilo, Manitoba in May 1941, describing what he was learning about
technical instruments, as well as “guns, trucks, and motor cycles.”89
He wrote from Petawawa in November reporting that his unit, a
regiment of the Royal Canadian Artillery, was going to Britain to
undergo further training, noting that although Petawawa was a good
camp, “the boys from the West don’t like it - too many trees.” Lederman
thought army life was appealing in many ways, although he was
aware that “grimmer things are now ahead.”90
Soldiers with law degrees were often given opportunities to
exercise their professional skills. Hopkins was part of a group redrafting
the regulatory framework for the air force during the war. He found
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Letter from FC Cronkite to Walter A Tucker (5 September 1939), Saskatoon,
USaskA, College of Law fonds, II. Dean Cronkite’s Correspondence, B. College of
Law, (6) Students, a. General, (1937-39).
Letter from FC Cronkite to Walter A Tucker (20 September 1939), Saskatoon,
USaskA, College of Law fonds, II. Dean Cronkite’s Correspondence, B. College of
Law, (6) Students, a. General, (1937-39).
Letter from Bill Lederman to FC Cronkite (24 May 1941), Saskatoon, USaskA,
College of Law fonds, II. Dean Cronkite’s Correspondence, B. College of Law, (2)
Faculty, (1930-42). A number of other College graduates were with him at Shilo,
and two of their instructors, Larry Hegan and Sol Kanee, were also alumni.
Letter from Bill Lederman to FC Cronkite (9 November 1941), Saskatoon, USaskA,
College of Law fonds, II. Dean Cronkite’s Correspondence, B. College of Law, (2)
Faculty, (1930-42).
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the experience of revising “the Bible…arduous but valuable.”91 He
was not certain what his next posting with the air force would be,
though working on the numerous “junior orders” that would require
updating after the revisions to the regulations seemed likely; he had
a hankering for a posting in Europe.92 This latter wish was not granted
until 1945, when he was one of the Canadian representatives to the
United Nations War Crimes Commission; his service to the Commission
included an investigation of the Buchenwald concentration camp,
where 300 prisoners were still dying each day.93
Others had opportunities to appear as counsel. Lederman reported
that before he left Canada he appeared in a civilian court on behalf
of a soldier accused of burglarizing the home of a police constable for
food.94 In a slightly more dramatic case, Alan Embury successfully
defended an enlisted soldier against a charge of murder at a courtmartial, an event that was the subject of an address by the president of
the Law Society of Saskatchewan to faculty, students, and Benchers.95
N.L. Kutney, on the other hand, complained to Cronkite that he
was not being given any chance to demonstrate his legal skills. He
had enlisted in the Regina Rifles on the understanding that he would
be given responsibilities related to law, but had not obtained a
commission, and was “doing the work which can be performed by
anyone with a grade five education.”96 M.M. Faibish, who was not
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Letter from Russell Hopkins to FC Cronkite (11 December 1942), Saskatoon,
USaskA, College of Law fonds, II. Dean Cronkite’s Correspondence, B. College of
Law, (2) Faculty, (1930-42).
Ibid.
McConnell, Prairie Justice, supra note 14 at 31. Hopkins (and Cronkite) had been
anticipating his return to academic life in 1945, but he accepted an offer to
become a legal advisor to the Department of External Affairs. He wrote to J.S.
Thomson, the president of the university, “I think you will agree that there has
been no time in history when the conduct of international negotiations and the
settlement of international disputes, on the basis of justice according to law, has
been of more urgent importance” (letter from Russell Hopkins to JS Thomson (6
May 1946), Saskatoon, USaskA, College of Law fonds, II. Dean Cronkite’s
Correspondence, B. College of Law, (2) Faculty, (1943-54)).
Letter from Bill Lederman to FC Cronkite (9 November 1941), supra note 90.
Letter from FC Cronkite to Russell Hopkins (12 March 1942), Saskatoon, USaskA,
College of Law fonds, II. Dean Cronkite’s Correspondence, B. College of Law, (2)
Faculty, (1930-42). Craig Munroe reported that a number of his contemporaries
were doing court-martial work (letter from Craig Munroe to FC Cronkite (10
February 1942), Saskatoon, USaskA, College of Law fonds, II. Dean Cronkite’s
Correspondence, B. College of Law, (6) Students, a. General, (1942-43)).
Letter from NL Kutney to FC Cronkite (12 December 1942), Saskatoon, USaskA,
College of Law fonds, II. Dean Cronkite’s Correspondence, B. College of Law, (6)
Students, a. General, (1942-43). Cronkite intervened on his behalf, arguing that
he was qualified for a commission; in the letter Cronkite noted that seven of the
ten graduates in the class of 1938, including Kutney, were in active service (letter
from FC Cronkite to Major-General AE Potts (26 February 1943), Saskatoon,
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enjoying his work in the accounting section of his regiment, consoled
himself with the thought that “the war cannot last forever.”97
Some of Cronkite’s contacts used the opportunities offered to
continue their legal educations. Lederman, writing from Petawawa
before he left Canada, said he had used a leave to travel to Ottawa,
where he had observed the Supreme Court of Canada, commenting
that “Sir Lyman Duff is not as robust looking in real life as he is in his
photographs.”98 He later wrote from London that he and Clarence
Estey had gone to attend a hearing by the Judicial Committee of the
Privy Council in an appeal concerning Alberta debt adjustment
legislation.99 Clarence Estey’s father, Bill Estey, was representing a
number of provincial governments, and Lederman expressed
admiration of the way Estey brought alive the economic disaster in
Western Canada that had prompted the legislation.100
Lederman was also able to participate in a “leave course” offered
for soldiers at Oxford, featuring luminaries like A.D. Lindsay, A.L.
Goodhart, Lord David Cecil, Vincent Massey, and Frank Pakenham.101
The format consisted of lectures by the faculty on a range of subjects
such as “post-war problems, and comparisons of American, British &
Canadian ways of life and characteristics,” followed by discussion
among the American, British, and Canadian soldiers.102 Lederman
pronounced it a refreshing change from his ordinary military duties.103
For his part, Hopkins made use of Royal Canadian Air Force
stationery to outline a proposal for a new grading system at the law
school that would take into account attitude, deportment, term work,
and character in addition to the results of examinations.104
The accounts given in the letters portray young men who were
experiencing new and interesting things, who were able to enjoy
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USaskA, College of Law fonds, II. Dean Cronkite’s Correspondence, B. College of
Law, (6) Students, a. General, (1942-43) at 2).
Letter from MM Faibish to FC Cronkite (10 February 1942), Saskatoon, USaskA,
College of Law fonds, II. Dean Cronkite’s Correspondence, B. College of Law, (6)
Students, a. General, (1942-43).
Letter from Bill Lederman to FC Cronkite (9 November 1941), supra note 90.
Attorney General for Alberta v Attorney General for Canada, [1943] AC 356 (PC).
Letter from Bill Lederman to FC Cronkite (4 December 1942), Saskatoon, USaskA,
College of Law fonds, II. Dean Cronkite’s Correspondence, B. College of Law, (6)
Students, a. General, (1942-43). Lederman also commented on the response of the
justices and the atmosphere at the hearing (ibid).
Letter from Bill Lederman to FC Cronkite (15 August 1943), Saskatoon, USaskA,
College of Law fonds, II. Dean Cronkite’s Correspondence, B. College of Law, (6)
Students, a. General, (1942-43).
Ibid.
Ibid.
Letter from Russell Hopkins to FC Cronkite (3 October 1941), Saskatoon, USaskA,
College of Law fonds, II. Dean Cronkite’s Correspondence, B. College of Law, (2)
Faculty, (1930-42).
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encounters with old classmates and the hospitality of British hosts,
and who derived satisfaction from learning to perform their assigned
duties well. Lederman, for example, reported that he very much
enjoyed working with Henry Rees: “He never worries, never gets
excited, & can always see the funny side of things.”105
The letters also allude, however, to the impatience of many of the
Canadians with their distance from actual combat. Craig Munroe
wrote that his unit was anticipating another winter of training in
Britain, which they had hoped to avoid. According to Munroe, “[t]he
newspapers do not exaggerate when they say that the Canadian
troops in England are tough, well-trained & itching for a fight.”106
Many of the College graduates in military service saw active
combat, and some were numbered among the fatalities of the war. It
is somewhat difficult to identify an accurate number, but the World
War II memorial currently mounted in the College indicates that at
least ten students or graduates lost their lives.
William McIntyre enjoyed his time in England: “There were
many boys I’d gone to school with. It was a real homecoming. We
were theoretically in an operational role as the first line of defence for
the south coast. But at that time, there was not much danger of a
German invasion.”107
This interlude did not last, however, and his unit was reformed to
take part in the invasion of Sicily. During this period, he wrote to
Cronkite—in pencil, as he had mislaid his pen and the circumstances
made it difficult to acquire another—describing the invasion, though
he said that Cronkite might have more information about the overall
picture than he did.108 He said with pride that the Canadian troops
had given a good account of themselves against seasoned German
soldiers: “The German High Command will, I am sure, think twice
before it decides the Canadian first division is soft a second time.”109

105 Letter from Bill Lederman to FC Cronkite (4 December 1942), supra note 100.
106 Letter from Craig Munroe to FC Cronkite (2 October 1942), Saskatoon, USaskA,
College of Law fonds, II. Dean Cronkite’s Correspondence, B. College of Law, (6)
Students, a. General, (1942-43). Munroe took up a legal career in British Columbia
after the war, becoming a judge of the B.C. Supreme Court.
107 McConnell, McIntyre, supra note 24 at 13-14.
108 Letter from William McIntyre to FC Cronkite (8 August 1943), Saskatoon, USaskA,
College of Law fonds, II. Dean Cronkite’s Correspondence, B. College of Law, (6)
Students, a. General, (1942-43).
109 Ibid. McIntyre spent the latter part of the war in England training for an aerial
observation position, where he was able to indulge his fondness for opera, though
the war was at an end by the time he completed this training; he also returned to
Canada for a time to participate in a Victory Bond tour (McConnell, McIntyre,
supra note 24 at 14-15).
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In later years McIntyre preferred not to talk about the war, which he
had found a “dreadful experience.”110
In 1938, Cronkite wrote a letter of reference to the Rhodes
Scholarship Selection Committee for Allan Gregory. His assessment
of Gregory’s academic achievements was somewhat lukewarm (an
opinion he later revised in light of his impressive answers to the
College’s formidable comprehensive examination, in which Gregory
was the only student to get a first), but the comments made with
regard to the potential for leadership were interesting in relation to
subsequent events:
As a leader he would employ a ruthlessness in the execution
of a project. He would possess moral courage but would
reserve it for important things. The details of human
conduct do not bother him. He has merely a simple code
of decency, which he probably feels rather than reasons
about.111
As it turned out, these qualities were necessary to the role Gregory
played in the Canadian Army. He became the commanding officer of
a brigade heavily involved in the invasion of Normandy, and received
the Distinguished Service Order for his courage and leadership during
those events.112
What must have been sobering experiences did not prevent
Gregory from enjoying the period at the end of the war when he was
still commanding a brigade and overseeing the winding down of
military operations. With a “snappy sports roadster, free petrol and
good highways” he was moving through Europe and could not
understand why his colleagues were “screaming to go back to
Canada…[t]his is paradise.”113 In a similar spirit, Mervyn Woods,
who had ended the war commanding a frigate, said that returning
the H.M.C.S. Longueuil from Halifax to Esquimalt through the
Panama Canal was “like a yachting trip.”114
110 McConnell, McIntyre, ibid at 20. Willard Estey was also reluctant to talk about his
experiences during the war (McConnell, Prairie Justice, supra note 14 at 220).
111 Letter from FC Cronkite to Russell Hopkins (28 November 1938), Saskatoon,
USaskA, College of Law fonds, II. Dean Cronkite’s Correspondence, B. College of
Law, (6) Students, a. General, (1937-39).
112 For a description of Gregory’s role in one particular battle, see D Gordon Brown,
“The Battle of Moyland Wood: The Regina Rifle Regiment, 16-19 February 1945”
(1997) 6:1 Can Military History 101.
113 Letter from Allan Gregory to FC Cronkite (12 July 1945), Saskatoon, USaskA,
College of Law fonds, II. Dean Cronkite’s Correspondence, B. College of Law, (6)
Students, a. General, (1944-57).
114 McConnell, Prairie Justice, supra note 14 at 210.
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Cronkite clearly took pride in both the military accomplishments
and sacrifices of College of Law students. In correspondence concerning
the bar admission examinations of 1945, he alluded to the records of
several candidates: Douglas Archibald, seriously wounded as a tank
officer in Italy; Bill Grayson, badly wounded in France, who had
received the Military Cross; and Dick Stayner, who had received a
Distinguished Flying Cross.115 He said they were “a fine bunch of
boys and I’m delighted that they all passed.”116
IV. HUNS AND VANDALS
From the outset of the war, Saskatchewan, like other parts of Canada,
was affected by public concern about the possible presence of a “fifth
column” composed of residents and citizens of German origin.
Though the cities of Saskatchewan were remote enough that a direct
military attack was always unlikely, this did not prevent citizens from
viewing their German neighbours with alarm.117 The residents of
Saskatoon seemed particularly sensitive to the perceived threat, and
participated enthusiastically in mock invasion exercises in 1941 and
1942.118
The College of Law and its graduates were not untouched by
wariness about possible pro-Nazi activity. In 1938, Cronkite had
recommended Elmer Driedger, a recent graduate, for a teaching
appointment in the College; in this recommendation, he mentioned
that, following graduation, Driedger had spent a year studying in
Germany on a scholarship sponsored by the German Consular
Service.119 In 1939, Cronkite wrote a letter of recommendation to a

115 Letter from FC Cronkite to L McKay Robinson (10 October 1945), Saskatoon,
USaskA, FC Cronkite fonds, F. Organizations, (9) d.
116 Ibid.
117 For a discussion of how Saskatoon responded to the perceived threat from German
residents, as well as Japanese Canadians and supporters of left-wing ideologies, see
Brendan Kelly, “‘The Huns and Vandals are Thundering at Our Gates and within
Our Gates’: Faces of the Enemy in Saskatoon During the Second World War”
(2011) 39:2 Urban History Rev 3. It has been suggested that the concern about
pro-Nazi sentiment in Saskatchewan, particularly in rural areas, was a legitimate
one (see Jonathan F Wagner, Brothers Beyond the Sea: National Socialism in Canada
(Waterloo: Wilfrid Laurier University Press, 1981); Jonathan Wagner, “The
Deutscher Bund Canada 1934-9” (1977) 58:2 Can Historical Rev 176; Jonathan F
Wagner, “The Deutscher Bund Canada in Saskatchewan” (1978) 31:2 Sask History
41). For a critical view of this assessment, see Robert H Keyserlingk, “‘Agents
within the Gates’: The Search for Nazi Subversives in Canada during World War
II” (1985) 66:2 Can Historical Rev 211.
118 Kelly, ibid at 7-8.
119 Letter from FC Cronkite to JS Thomson (5 December 1938), Saskatoon, USaskA,
College of Law fonds, II. Dean Cronkite’s Correspondence, B. College of Law, (2)
Faculty, (1930-42).
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Saskatchewan lawyer, describing Driedger as “definitely anti-Nazi
and…a Liberal in politics.”120 By 1940, at what was perhaps the
height of fifth column concern across the country, Driedger’s studies
in Germany seemed to have adopted a more sinister cast. Cronkite
received a letter from the office of the Deputy Minister of Justice in
Ottawa, indicating that Driedger had been selected for the position of
librarian at the Supreme Court of Canada, and seeking Cronkite’s
views on Driedger’s patriotism:
Since this appointment was made, representations have
been made to the effect that Mr. Driedger went to Germany
under a German Consular scholarship, and that he was
connected with a certain German organization in Saskatoon.
In view of these representations it has been suggested that
it would be unwise to proceed with the appointment
without the fullest investigations being made of the facts
alleged.121
Cronkite did not deny that it was important to ensure the loyalty of
members of the public service, but expressed concern that a “grave
injustice” would be done to a “deserving and innocent young
man.”122 He said that he had heard some rumours about suspicious
activity connected with the Concordia Club, but had been unable to
obtain any definitive information.123 Cronkite said the following of
Driedger’s supposed Nazi sympathies:
As a result of my inquiries I find that locally there have
been some remarks passed concerning his appointment
and his alleged interest in the Nazi philosophy or even
sympathy with it. I should think anyone would have an
interest in it but I can find no evidence of his sympathy. I
did hear that one complaint was bottomed on the fact that
he had remained at home late after lunch one day last fall
in order to hear a Hitler broadcast. Well, I did that myself
and preaching against fascism has been one of my passions

120 Letter from FC Cronkite to WM Graham (5 June 1939), Saskatoon, USaskA, FC
Cronkite fonds, F. Organizations, (9) a. (1940-44).
121 Letter from CP Plaxton, Acting Deputy Minister of Justice, to FC Cronkite (25 May
1940), Saskatoon, USaskA, College of Law fonds, II. Dean Cronkite’s
Correspondence, B. College of Law, (6) Students, a. General, (1940-41).
122 Letter from FC Cronkite to CP Plaxton, Acting Deputy Minister of Justice (27 May
1940), Saskatoon, USaskA, College of Law fonds, II. Dean Cronkite’s
Correspondence, B. College of Law, (6) Students, a. General, (1940-41).
123 Ibid.
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for years. Anyway the Broadcasting Corporation carried the
broadcast so I assume that people were free to listen.124
Though Cronkite was reluctant to claim that he could vouch for
Driedger’s loyalty to Canada, he had been unable to uncover any evidence
that would warrant withdrawing his previous recommendation.125
He urged careful consideration of the matter, as rejection would
likely ruin Driedger’s career, and “it would be a tragedy to condemn
him on account of the name which he bears as a Mennonite.”126
In another letter twenty-four hours later, Cronkite alluded to a
presentation made by Driedger to the Haldane Club at the College of
Law following his return from Germany. Driedger had described
visiting a labour camp in Germany, and had remarked that “though
Hitler may have done something for the internal economy of
Germany yet the Nazi philosophy was to his mind a dangerous one
and that there was a grave possibility that it might get out of hand.”127
Other graduates of the College certainly displayed curiosity about
Germany in the period prior to the war. Wilbur Jackett, who took up
a Rhodes scholarship in 1934, visited Munich twice in 1936. Though
he had to reassure his family of his safety in the wake of Germany’s
reoccupation of the Rhineland shortly before his first visit, he stated
that he enjoyed the trip very much, and described the political
changes in Germany in fairly measured terms, noting that the
decision to ignore the obligations imposed on Germany in 1918
seemed to the Germans “mere justice as well as sheer necessity.”128
He observed the following:
The loss of democracy seems to worry most of them but
little. It was a question of how much they were willing to
pay in order to have democracy and the price was too
great. It is of interest that the Fuhrer himself is looked on
with considerable respect and affection by all… With
respect to Goebbels, Goring, etc. many have little good to
124
125
126
127
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Ibid.
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Letter from FC Cronkite to CP Plaxton, Acting Deputy Minister of Justice (28 May
1940), Saskatoon, USaskA, College of Law fonds, II. Dean Cronkite’s
Correspondence, B. College of Law, (6) Students, a. General, (1940-41). Cronkite
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involvement (or lack thereof) with the Concordia Club in Saskatoon (ibid).
Immediately after the commencement of the war in September 1939, the
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128 Pound, W.R. Jackett, supra note 27 at 38-39.
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say for them. They possibly are just about as popular as a
provincial cabinet minister who has a reputation for being
a rather unscrupulous politician.129
Another graduate and Rhodes scholar, Russell Hopkins, also visited
Germany, and wrote a long and thoughtful letter to Cronkite on August
18, 1933 saying that he had experienced the country both before and
after Hitler became Chancellor.130 Hopkins described the enthusiasm
for Hitler’s leadership, stating Hitler saw his duty as “the resurrection
and unification of poor, beaten, treaty-ridden, humiliated divided
Germany (and to me it seems far from an ignoble purpose).”131 He
said that he thought the major appeal of the Nazi philosophy was its
focus on the greatness of Germany:
That idea has an understandable appeal to the German
people; much more acceptable to them than the “we-havebeen-bad-now-we must wear sack-cloth and ashes” basis of
the Versailles treaty, a nation with an inferiority complex
appears to me as futile as an individual with the same
complaint.132
Hopkins rated the chance of external aggression by Germany as very
low, especially given its internal problems:
The marching, band-playing, flag-waving etc. is not the
prelude to outside aggression, but rather a form of selfreassurance. Of course I don’t imagine for a moment that
Germany will endure the indignities of the Rhineland
forever; nor reconcile itself eternally to the map-cutting
which found it necessary to eliminate three-quarters of
West Prussia to give the Poles a corridor: but we may hope
for revisionism instead of war.133
Hopkins also commented that he thought anti-Semitism had been
“grossly over-exaggerated in the press.”134 He felt that it was the
association of Jews with communism that had prompted anti-Jewish

129 Ibid at 38.
130 Letter from Russell Hopkins to FC Cronkite (18 August 1933), Saskatoon, USaskA,
College of Law fonds, II. Dean Cronkite’s Correspondence, B. College of Law, (6)
Students, a. General, (1930-33) at 2.
131 Ibid at 5.
132 Ibid at 11.
133 Ibid at 12-13.
134 Ibid at at 13.
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sentiment, and that Jews who did not express anti-Nazi views would
be able to live unmolested. He maintained this view despite the fact
that he had attended a special political court to witness the trial of a
professor who “had been talking against Hitler and had a bad time of
it.”135
Neither their youthful enthusiasm for Germany nor their
open-mindedness about the positive features of the Nazi regime seem
to have cast a shadow over the careers of Jackett and Hopkins. Jackett
returned to Saskatchewan from Oxford in 1937. Despite having some
work with lawyer Gilbert Yule, and additional work as an insurance
adjuster, Jackett found it difficult to survive financially in the depression
conditions still prevailing in Saskatchewan.136 He successfully sought
work in the federal government,137 rising to become Deputy Minister
of Justice in 1957.138 He went on to act as counsel for the Canadian
Pacific Railway139 and to become the first Chief Justice of the Federal
Court of Canada.140 Hopkins taught for some time at the College of
Law, and served in the military during the war, having revised his
opinion about the threat presented by Nazism.141 He, too, pursued a
career in the federal public service, becoming Law Clerk and
Parliamentary Counsel to the Senate in the 1950s.
The Driedger story also had a happy ending. Bill Lederman visited
Driedger at the Supreme Court in 1941, reporting that “he seems to
have a happy little corner there where the rest of the world can go
by.”142 He was subsequently “borrowed” by the Department of
Justice, where he rose to become Deputy Minister in 1960.143
If individual Canadians of German ancestry were subject to
careful scrutiny, Japanese Canadians came under suspicion as a
group, even before the attack on Pearl Harbor in December 1941. The
plight of Japanese Canadians was brought home to Cronkite by his
involvement in the case of George Tamaki. Tamaki, who came from
British Columbia, studied law at Dalhousie, but attended the College
of Law in Saskatoon as an exchange student from 1939 to 1940. He
wished to return to B.C. to article, but ran up against a policy that
135 Ibid at 15. Hopkins also described the complications involved in trying to obtain
a Nazi armband as a souvenir (ibid at 9).
136 For previous discussion of Jackett’s time in Saskatchewan, see 327, above.
137 Pound, W.R. Jackett, supra note 27 at 50.
138 Ibid at 88.
139 Ibid at 132.
140 Ibid at 219.
141 See 346, above.
142 Letter from Bill Lederman to FC Cronkite (9 November 1941), supra note 90.
143 Pound, W.R. Jackett, supra note 27 at 57. Driedger also became well known to the
legal community as a writer on the canons of statutory interpretation and legislative
drafting.
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made Japanese Canadians ineligible to enter the legal profession. He
wrote to Cronkite, noting that he was Canadian-born and educated
entirely in Canada; he further said that he felt he could “contribute
something to cement the loyalty of my people in British Columbia to
Canada, and perhaps also to promote friendlier relations between
Canada and Japan.”144 Cronkite wrote to the Attorney General of
B.C., speaking warmly of Tamaki’s academic ability and personal
popularity during his time in Saskatoon.145 This was apparently to no
avail, though Tamaki did eventually succeed in obtaining articles in
Halifax. When he applied for admission to the Bar in Nova Scotia,
however, some members of the Bar Council felt he should not be
admitted because of his race.146 He again wrote to Cronkite asking for
a reference, indicating that even if he were admitted to the Nova
Scotia Bar, he expected to have difficulty finding work; he therefore
asked if Cronkite could think of anything he might do in
Saskatchewan.147
Cronkite agreed to write a letter to the Bar Council in Nova Scotia,
though in his covering letter, he expressed little optimism that it would
have any effect.148 Cronkite gave Tamaki a positive recommendation,
but it is perhaps not surprising that it failed to persuade the Bar
Council of the wisdom of admitting him, as Cronkite took the
opportunity to bare his soul on the general subject of providing
recommendations in similar circumstances:
I have found the problem very distressing. On the one
hand I felt that the state at war must be considered and
that no appointment could be tolerated if there was any
reasonable possibility of danger to the state. I suppose
my feelings and my judgment have been influenced by a
distrust and even hatred of the enemy which extended to
British subjects of enemy origin or even fairly remote
enemy racial extraction. On the other hand I have felt that
there was a possibility of grave injustice to an individual
144 Letter from George Tamaki to FC Cronkite (5 June 1940), Saskatoon,
College of Law fonds, II. Dean Cronkite’s Correspondence, B. College of
Students, a. General, (1940-41).
145 Letter from FC Cronkite to Gordon S Wismer (11 June 1940), Saskatoon,
College of Law fonds, II. Dean Cronkite’s Correspondence, B. College of
Students, a. General, (1940-41).
146 Letter from George Tamaki to FC Cronkite (12 March 1942), Saskatoon,
College of Law fonds, II. Dean Cronkite’s Correspondence, B. College of
Students, a. General, (1942-43).
147 Ibid.
148 Letter from FC Cronkite to George Tamaki (20 March 1942), Saskatoon,
College of Law fonds, II. Dean Cronkite’s Correspondence, B. College of
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whose national ideals might very well be quite as good as
my own. I have also felt very strongly that we are trying to
build a Canadian citizenship and that taking facts as they
are it must be an amalgam of races.149
Tamaki returned to British Columbia to rejoin his family, who by this
time had been interned in the interior of the province, and occupied
himself teaching in the camp school. In June of 1942, Tamaki wrote
to the Saskatoon City Council on behalf of his brothers Thomas and
Henry, asking that they be allowed to complete their twelfth grade
studies there.
In March, City Council had received a letter from the Immediate
Action Committee of the Victoria Canadian Legion, urging that all
Japanese Canadians be interned east of the Rocky Mountains. Cronkite,
who was an alderman, and another council member successfully
moved that this letter be filed, and prevented any action by Council
in the short term.150
By June, however, the situation was somewhat different. By that
time, City Council had received several requests from Japanese
Canadians asking permission to move to Saskatoon, and the mayor
had sought the advice of the federal Minister of Labour, as well as
mayors of several other cities. The Minister of Labour responded with
the view that there was no point in relocating Japanese-Canadian
families to places where there was strong opposition to them.
Ostensibly on that basis, City Council rejected the applications from
Japanese Canadians to relocate to Saskatoon.151 Fortunately for the
aspirations of the Tamaki brothers, no similar action was taken in
Regina, and Thomas and Henry moved there to continue their
studies.152
149 Letter from FC Cronkite to Bar Council (20 March 1942), Saskatoon, USaskA,
College of Law fonds, II. Dean Cronkite’s Correspondence, B. College of Law, (6)
Students, a. General, (1942-43) at 2. Tamaki also requested that another student,
Nana Yamamoto, be permitted to continue her nursing studies in a Saskatoon
hospital, a request that was denied (letter from FC Cronkite to WC Murray (6 May
1942), Saskatoon, USaskA, College of Law fonds, II. Dean Cronkite’s
Correspondence, B. College of Law, (6) Students, a. General, (1942-43).
150 Kelly, supra note 117 at 9.
151 Ibid. There does not seem to have been any suggestion that Japanese Canadians
already residing in Saskatoon be removed. At least one Japanese family had moved
to Saskatoon in the 1930s and opened a fabric business (see “Kimi Wakabayashi:
Obituary”, Saskatoon StarPhoenix (August 19-21, 2009), Legacy.com, online:
<http://www.legacy.com/obituaries/thestarphoenix/obituary.aspx?n=kimiwakabayashi&pid=131572629>, archived: <https://perma.cc/E2NG-N4SC>).
152 Thomas Tamaki was able to enter the College of Law later in the war; he had a
thirty-year career in the provincial civil service, retiring in 1983 as Associate
Deputy Minister of Natural Resources (see Law Society of Saskatchewan, “In
Memory Of” (2002) 15:5 Benchers’ Digest).
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Meanwhile, George Tamaki continued to face obstacles. He applied
for admission to the LL.M. program at the University of Toronto, but
in 1942, the policy of the Board of Governors was to not admit
Japanese Canadians. This policy was reversed in 1943 for students
who were British subjects and were not under RCMP suspicion, and
Tamaki completed a Master’s thesis on the law of nationality in
Canada under the supervision of Bora Laskin.153
After working briefly in legal publishing, Tamaki moved to
Saskatchewan to work for the provincial government. He was admitted
to the Bar in 1946, and became legal counsel to the Government
Finance Office, one of the key planning mechanisms of the Douglas
CCF government.154 Tamaki was persuaded by the De Boo publishing
firm to return to Toronto in 1950.155 In 1952, he was recruited by the
Montreal office of the Stikeman Elliott law firm.156
V. LEFT BEHIND
For the College of Law and for the legal profession in Saskatchewan,
the war created new challenges. The departure of many of the
province’s young men for military service had implications for
enrolment in the College. In 1943, Cronkite wrote, “[p]ractically all
of the students in Law as well as in Arts and Science are girls or
medically unfit men.”157 Only ten students had graduated in the
spring of that year, of whom two were women and six had been
rejected for military service; only two had prospects in the military,
and one of them had previously been rejected as unfit.158 Despite this
153 Philip Girard, Bora Laskin: Bringing Law to Life (Toronto: University of Toronto
Press for Osgoode Society for Canadian Legal History, 2005) at 144.
154 In 1950, Tamaki handed over this job to another Dalhousie graduate, Allan
Blakeney, eventually the Premier of Saskatchewan. He also had some role in
recruiting Thomas Shoyama, who was a high-profile public servant in both Regina
and Ottawa in the course of his career.
155 Richard Pound, Stikeman Elliott: The First Fifty Years (Montreal: McGill-Queen’s
University Press, 2002) at 44.
156 Ibid.
157 Letter from FC Cronkite to Craig Munroe (9 June 1943), Saskatoon, USaskA,
College of Law fonds, II. Dean Cronkite’s Correspondence, B. College of Law, (6)
Students, a. General, (1942-43).
158 Ibid. In 1942, the graduating class had been seven (letter from FC Cronkite to
Mervyn Woods (13 May 1942), Saskatoon, USaskA, College of Law fonds, II. Dean
Cronkite’s Correspondence, B. College of Law, (6) Students, a. General, (1942-43)).
Though the information in the College papers is somewhat sketchy, the “girls”
who graduated from the College during this period seem to have followed
interesting paths. As mentioned earlier, Marion Bowie sought a commission in
the armed forces. Winona Ritenberg, working at the Canadian Life Insurance
Officers Association in Toronto, said that she had heard that Muriel Phillips was
doing well in the “Income Tax Division” (letter from Winona Ritenberg to FC
Cronkite (25 February 1944), Saskatoon, USaskA, College of Law fonds, II. Dean
Cronkite’s Correspondence, B. College of Law, (6) Students, a. General, (1942-43)).
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plunge in enrolment, Cronkite reacted angrily to a proposal brought
forward to the board of the Canadian Social Science Research Council
to suspend teaching in arts, law, and business for the duration of the
war.159
Ironically, given the rigours faced by the legal profession during
the Depression, the war also caused an increase in demand for legal
services. As early as 1941, Cronkite described the situation as follows:
The problem of getting law students for Saskatchewan
offices is becoming a pressing one. If the war were to last
ten years, I suppose we would have a very definite drift of
women into the profession. There is certainly a good
demand for their services just now both in law offices and
in government service.160
Cronkite expressed uncertainty about possible enrolment for 1943-44:
[T]here is a tremendous demand for legally trained men
and women and this demand promises to continue for
sometime. Of course the number of men who have good
brains but poor bodies is definitely limited but I expect a
few new students will show up.161
At the same time, the war led the faculty and students of the College
to reflect on the broader issues brought into focus by the conflict. In
1940, Valentin Linitsky, a 1937 graduate who also had a law degree

Beryl Robinson, the sole female graduate in 1942, secured a position with the
Tax Commission in Regina (letter from FC Cronkite to Mervyn Woods (13 May
1942), ibid). She moved to Vancouver in 1947, and became the first lawyer to
practice in Port Coquitlam in 1950 (see “Beryl Robinson Saya: Obituary”,
Vancouver Sun (April 30-May 1, 2005), Legacy.com, online: <http://www.legacy.com/
obituaries/vancouversun/obituary.aspx?n=beryl-robinson-saya&pid=3486748>,
archived: <https://perma.cc/7ZK6-XFLW>).
159 Letter from FC Cronkite to JE Robbins (7 January 1943), Saskatoon, USaskA, FC
Cronkite fonds, F. Organizations, (5) a. (1943-46). His concern that such a step
would threaten “liberal thought in the future” (ibid) was echoed in a letter to the
Council from Prime Minister Mackenzie King (letter from JE Robbins to FC
Cronkite (11 January 1943), Saskatoon, USaskA, FC Cronkite fonds, F.
Organizations, (5) a. (1943-46); letter from WL Mackenzie King to HA Innis (6
January 1943), Saskatoon, USaskA, FC Cronkite fonds, F. Organizations, (5) a.
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160 Letter from FC Cronkite to Mervyn Woods (19 December 1941), Saskatoon,
USaskA, College of Law fonds, II. Dean Cronkite’s Correspondence, B. College of
Law, (6) Students, a. General, (1940-41) at 5.
161 Letter from FC Cronkite to Craig Munroe (9 June 1943), supra note 157.
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from Russia, offered to give two lectures in the jurisprudence course
comparing Soviet Marxism with Hitlerian National Socialism.162
Cronkite himself was active on the home front, chairing the local
Selective Service Committee engaged in deploying civilians for the
war effort, and participating in the settlement of children evacuated
from Britain to Saskatchewan in 1940. The war seems to have caused
him to think carefully, not only about the future of democracy and
the ideological furies that had been unleashed, but about the shape
of the post-war world. In 1943, he was asked to address the annual
convention of the Law Society of Saskatchewan, an event that had
been held in abeyance for four years, and he chose to reflect on the
war and its implications, drawing on his study of jurisprudence. He
suggested that when people stated that the war was a fight for the
survival of democracy, they “may have caught the form rather than
the substance,” and not considered deeply enough the fundamental,
foundational ideals necessary to ensure a healthy democracy.163 He
found it striking that much of the discussion of post-war planning
was framed in terms of developing the social security system rather
than in terms of the regulation of individual will.164 Though convinced
that the common law rested on foundations appropriate for a
democratic society, he argued that it would be a mistake to dwell too
much on the admirable past of the legal system rather than taking the
opportunity to adapt it to the society of the future.165 He warned his
professional audience against rigid adherence to old ways, and linked
this to the resistance of the profession to the development of nonjudicial mechanisms for making decisions.166 He feared that legal
education was regressing to become less visionary and less adequate
“to equip lawyers for the tremendous opportunities for good which
lie ahead.”167 He chided the profession for “loafing on the job and
whining while we loafed,” and ended with a call to take advantage of
a “vista of opportunity for good before our profession that no other
profession can claim.”168
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Cronkite again took up the theme that the legal profession was
facing a period of great opportunity in an editorial in the
Saskatchewan Bar Review in January 1943:
Lawyers have sufficient learning for intelligent reading
and the case for good law libraries at their disposal seems
unanswerable in the public interest. Particularly text books
including works on jurisprudence and history should be
available to them. With a knowledge of the experience of
mankind and of current demands the technical and practical
training of lawyers may be worth a great deal to society in
the period of reconstruction—or demand for reconstruction—
which lies ahead.169
Prior to the end of the war, graduates in military service and members
of the College faculty were beginning to focus attention on the potential
needs of returning servicemen. At the end of 1944, in addition to
considering the possibility of asking for the demobilization of Russell
Hopkins so he could resume his faculty position, Cronkite suggested
that “it is quite possible that we will find it advisable to give a refresher
course next summer.”170 The president of the university, J.S.
Thomson, described “the provision of suitable education for men and
women demobilised from the armed services” as one of the principal
tasks for the university in the years ahead.171
VI. HOMECOMING
In March 1946, Cronkite wrote that the promised refresher course
would be offered in July and August that year. For a cost of fifty
dollars to sixty dollars, students would receive an overview of legal
developments since 1938 or 1939, as well as courses in jurisprudence,
constitutional and administrative law, and procedure.172 Edward
McCormack wrote to the dean from Estevan saying that he might
have difficulty attending the refresher course, although he was
keenly aware of the need for it:
It seems to be more difficult than first anticipated to sit
down and pick up the threads where dropped six years ago.
169 “Editorial” (1943) 8:1 Sask Bar Rev 1 at 1-2.
170 Letter from FC Cronkite to JS Thomson (16 December 1944), Saskatoon, USaskA,
President’s Office fonds, Series II., B-96, B. Name and Subject Files, 96. Law, (1938-49).
171 Letter from JS Thomson to Russell Hopkins (18 December 1944), Saskatoon,
USaskA, President’s Office fonds, Series II., B-96, B. Name and Subject Files, 96.
Law, (1938-49).
172 Letter from FC Cronkite to JA McLean (1 March 1946), Saskatoon, USaskA, College
of Law fonds, II. Dean Cronkite’s Correspondence, B. College of Law, (6) Students,
a. General, (1944-57).
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The basic principles and background have disappeared or
have merged into a conglomerate mass which requires a lot
of sifting before tackling any specific problem. However,
perhaps the experience gained in more recent lines of
endeavor may pay dividends some day.173
Cronkite made it clear that although he favoured some flexibility in
dealing with the needs of returned servicemen, service in the armed
forces could not be viewed as the equivalent of a law degree. To an
inquiry on behalf of a returned soldier, Cronkite wrote: “[i]t is doing
no kindness to the soldier—to say nothing of the public—to say that
he has the necessary knowledge when in fact he hasn’t.”174
The beginning of the 1944-45 academic year saw enrolment in
the College begin to climb, as veterans began to return. Cronkite
reiterated his view that “certain adjustments must be made in the
near future looking to the more adequate training of men and
women for the public service,” and noted that students were taking
greater interest “in social affairs and the social implications of law
than formerly.”175 The following year he reported that enrolment in
first year had ballooned to 35, of whom 25 were veterans, whose work
and “deportment” were excellent.176 Returns to a legal education
questionnaire probably completed in 1950 indicate that total enrolment
in the College rose from a low of 13 in 1943-44 to a high of 127 in
1947-48.177 The size of graduating classes saw similar growth, from 2
in 1943-44 to 31 in 1947-48.178
Robert King, who had been awarded the Croix de Guerre during
his time in service,179 returned to the College for his third year of

173 Letter from Edward McCormack to FC Cronkite (20 March 1946), Saskatoon,
USaskA, College of Law fonds, II. Dean Cronkite’s Correspondence, B. College of
Law, (6) Students, a. General, (1944-57).
174 Letter from FC Cronkite to William Walker (3 July 1945), Saskatoon, USaskA,
College of Law fonds, II. Dean Cronkite’s Correspondence, B. College of Law, (6)
Students, a. General, (1944-57).
175 FC Cronkite, “Report to President JS Thomson for Academic Year 1944-45” [nd],
Saskatoon, USaskA, College of Law fonds, II. Dean Cronkite’s Correspondence, A.
University of Saskatchewan, (1) General, (1922-49).
176 FC Cronkite, “Report to President JS Thomson for Academic Year 1945-46” [nd],
Saskatoon, USaskA, College of Law fonds, II. Dean Cronkite’s Correspondence, A.
University of Saskatchewan, (1) General, (1922-49).
177 McGill University, “Legal Education Questionnaire” (August 1948), Saskatoon,
USaskA, College of Law fonds, II. Dean Cronkite’s Correspondence, B. College of
Law, (5) Other Universities, (1929-53).
178 Ibid.
179 Letter from FC Cronkite to EW Van Blaricom (22 May 1947), Saskatoon, USaskA,
College of Law fonds, II. Dean Cronkite’s Correspondence, B. College of Law, (6)
Students, c. Scholarships, (1940-57).

U of S College of Law in Times of Depression and War 355

studies in 1946, and received a prize in jurisprudence named after
Wylie Wood, a graduate who had been killed in 1942.180 Cronkite
remarked to the sponsor of the prize that King was “apparently a much
better student after the war than before,”181 and King’s experiences
do seem to have caused him to reflect on international issues. He
wrote the following to the donors of the prize:
Being a study of the nature and source of law, it seems to
the writer that, by encouraging law students to think along
these lines they should be better equipped to enter the
legal profession and assist, perhaps only in a small way, but
still assist, in establishing a rule of law on an international
basis.182
King also commented on the appropriateness of remembering “a
lawyer who lost his life in helping establish a starting point from
whence this rule of law may, soon we hope, evolve.”183
Though there seems to have been some concern among the
students that the buoyant conditions of wartime would not continue,
in 1945 Cronkite was optimistic about the professional prospects for
returning soldiers, saying there was still lots of work available for
lawyers, and that anyone who got established within the next three
or four years “ought to have no difficulty in weathering anything
that is likely to come up.”184
By 1947, he was speaking in somewhat more measured terms. In
response to an inquiry from the Law Society about a perceived dearth
of articling positions, Cronkite said that he was not aware that there
were at that time any students without a placement.185 He also said,
however, that there “will be a lot of students on the market next
spring,” and that it would undoubtedly be necessary for a number of
them to contemplate moving to smaller centres to find positions.186

180 Letter from Robert H King to Donors, Wylie Wood Prize (30 May 1947),
Saskatoon, USaskA, College of Law fonds, II. Dean Cronkite’s Correspondence, B.
College of Law, (6) Students, c. Scholarships, (1940-57).
181 Letter from FC Cronkite to EW Van Blaricom (22 May 1947), supra note 179.
182 Letter from Robert H King to Donors, Wylie Wood Prize (30 May 1947), supra note
180.
183 Ibid.
184 Letter from FC Cronkite to Richard A Cruickshank (24 September 1945),
Saskatoon, USaskA, College of Law fonds, II. Dean Cronkite’s Correspondence, B.
College of Law, (6) Students, e. Recommendation, (1945-57).
185 Letter from FC Cronkite to EM Miller (27 October 1947), Saskatoon, USaskA, FC
Cronkite fonds, F. Organizations, (9) Law Society of Saskatchewan, a. General
Correspondence, (1945-56).
186 Ibid.
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Despite the somewhat reserved terms in which Cronkite
described the students who studied in the College during the war, it
is clear that the small faculty did their best to maintain reasonable
academic standards with a reduced cohort of students, and to
produce graduates who would be able to take advantage of the
expanding market for lawyers, both in practice and in public sector
employment.187
The war had a noticeable impact on the students, graduates, and
faculty of the College, particularly, as might be expected, those who
served in the armed forces. Whether or not they saw active combat, the
conflict led them to reflect on the value of democratic institutions and
their relationships with their home country. It must be remembered
that these were young men who, for the most part, had never been
out of Saskatchewan. Though some of their letters are infused with
excitement about seeing new things and taking part in major world
events, they were also sobered by those events.
At home, Dean Cronkite did his best to encourage consideration
of the political and ideological issues raised by the war, both within
the College and among the legal profession and the public. His
representations on behalf of George Tamaki and Elmer Driedger,
discussed earlier, show that he was aware of the insidious nature
of racial and ethnic prejudice and the threat it posed to Canadian
values. At the same time, they also show that he wrestled with
balancing national security with the freedoms of individuals.
A second effect of the war on Cronkite was to make him surer
than ever of the importance of administrative decision making, and
of preparing students for a legal world in which administrative
tribunals and government officials would play an increasingly
significant role. Cronkite, along with colleagues like Corry, Hopkins,
and Whitmore, had expressed these views repeatedly since the early

187 From the point of view of the College, Cronkite was sorry to see Hopkins depart
for military service, and looked forward to his return at the end of the war (letter
from FC Cronkite to Russell Hopkins (2 December 1942), Saskatoon, USaskA,
College of Law fonds, II. Dean Cronkite’s Correspondence, B. College of Law, (2)
Faculty, (1930-42)). Hopkins was set to return to teaching in 1945, but accepted
an offer from the federal Department of External Affairs (letter from Russell
Hopkins to JS Thomson (3 January 1945), Saskatoon, USaskA, President’s Office
fonds, Series II., B-96, B. Name and Subject Files, 96. Law, (1938-49)). Hopkins was
replaced during the war by Raphael Tuck, who does not seem to have had an easy
relationship with the dean. In a letter to President Thomson written when he was
seeking other employment in 1945, Tuck alluded to this, saying “I am as ignorant
of the cause of the Dean’s attitude as I should be if I were suddenly arrested this
afternoon by the police and locked up” (letter from Raphael Tuck to JS Thomson
(18 April 1945), Saskatoon, USaskA, President’s Office fonds, Series II., B-96, B.
Name and Subject Files, 96. Law, (1938-49)).
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1930s, but the war in many ways brought into focus the importance
of decisive government action and the potential value of economic
regulation and decision making under statutory powers.188 The fact
that a number of alumni of the College had begun, at this time, to fill
key roles in government and the broader public sector can only have
confirmed his belief that the common law courts would have to share
the future with other kinds of legal mechanisms.
VII. CONCLUSION
In the period discussed here, the 1930s and 1940s, the College of Law
at the University of Saskatchewan found itself faced with the challenges
of a series of dramatic events. A world depression with particularly
punishing effects in Saskatchewan was followed in short order by an
international conflict that stamped indelibly the twentieth century
in much of the world.
There were practical effects on the College, of course. The period
of economic stringency cast a shadow over the prospects of students
and new graduates, and led some of them to seek alternatives to the
private practice of law. The call of military service led to reduced
enrolment in the College during the war, ironically a time when the
demand for law graduates increased in both the private and public
sectors. The supply and demand picture was knocked off balance
again by an increase in enrolment when veterans returned to take up
legal studies. Through all of this, the dean and faculty of the College
worked to preserve as high a standard of legal education as they
could, and to maintain the positive reputation of College graduates.
There were also more intangible effects of the Depression and the
war. They brought home to the students, graduates, and faculty of the
College that they had a role in relation to events with significant
international impact, and that they had to be prepared to address
challenges posed by universal currents of economic crisis, climactic
disaster, and war. The observations of those who saw these events in
the chambers of the Judicial Committee of the Privy Council, the
fields and skies of Normandy, or the corridors of Ottawa, as well as of
those who viewed them from Saskatoon, Moose Jaw, or Tisdale, show
that they experienced them deeply and considered their implications
soberly.

188 Cronkite’s own involvement with this kind of decision making is a topic for
another time, but it must be supposed that his experiences with a range of statutory
bodies confirmed his positive view of their value.

