
Information Sessions for Self-Represented 

Family Law Litigants 

A Brief Description 

Many people with family law issues are unrepresented.  The majority of these 

individuals cannot afford a lawyer or do not qualify for legal aid.    When this 

happens, it impacts everyone in the justice process as it increases time and costs 

for the party who is represented, as well as the courts.  SRLs often are not aware 

of the options for resolving issues other than going to court.  The complexity of 

court forms and procedures and the lack of guidance through the process typically 

results in incomplete forms, inappropriate affidavits, missed deadlines, omissions 

related to swearing and serving documents, and utter confusion around presenting 

a case in court. Since the complexity of people’s legal problems can vary greatly, 

so too do their needs and appropriate remedies.  

The information session provides information and hands on assistance to self-

represented family law litigants: 

• Helping identify if they have a legal issue

• Making referrals to support services such as counselling for non-legal

issues

• explaining options for resolving family law disputes, such as mediation,

negotiation, arbitration, or court

• explaining procedures and rules for navigating the family justice system

• reviewing court documents to ensure they are using the correct forms

The sessions are not intended as a vehicle for providing individuals with legal 

advice.  Participants asking for advice on their specific situations will be told to 

consult a lawyer. 

These information sessions are 2 hours in length.  They are held every Wednesday 

morning in Regina, a Thursday afternoon or evening or Friday morning in Saskatoon, a 

Thursday afternoon in Moose Jaw, and variable times in Prince Albert. Most sessions are 

held in libraries.  And most sessions are well attended. 

Your commitment to volunteer could be as little as one session per year, or as many as 

20! 



Top 9 reasons
for volunteering your time 

1. Receive genuine appreciation from every person you assist!

2. Promote access to the family justice system for people with low

income or other barriers to accessing the justice system.

3. Mentor a law student (Saskatoon) – make them want to practice

family law!

4. Demonstrate the role of education in enhancing competencies of

individuals handling their own family law matters

5. Reduce the time that judges take when they adjourn proceedings

or stop to educate unrepresented litigants

6. Keep current on the legal issues impacting the average family.

7. Improve your communication and interpersonal skills.

8. Show you care.

9. Improve the public’s perception of lawyers



Volunteer Application Form 

Name _____________________________________________________________ 

Law Firm/Affiliation: ________________________________________________ 

Address ___________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

Judicial Centre_______________________________ 

Email: _______________________________________ 

Telephone: home ________________________ Work __________________ 

Fax: ___________________________________ 

 I am able to provide legal information in the following languages:

 English  French  Other (please specify)

 I would commit to assisting at _________(indicate the number) information sessions

per year.

 I would commit to providing Pro Bono family law legal advice sessions  1 day per

month.

 I would commit to doing a presentation at a local public library:

___  family law 

___ wills & estates 

___  debtor creditor law and/or bankruptcy 

___  immigration law 

___  2-3 evenings per year 

____4-6 evenings per year 

____ once per month 

 I would commit to sitting on Pro Bono Law Saskatchewan Board or the PLEA board

when an opening becomes available.

Please send the completed form to:

Kim Newsham
Family Justice Services
Ministry of Justice
100 - 3085 Albert Street
Regina SK S4P 0B1
Phone: (306) 787-5709 


