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Overview of 
Session

1. How will FAM-PD#7 impact your practice?
2. Why are these changes being made?
3. How does the JCC Process work? 

1. Who is subject to FAM-PD #7?
2. Who must file a Certificate of 

Compliance with FAM-PD #7?
3. How do you get a JCC date?
4. How do you prepare for a JCC?
5. What happens at a JCC?
6. What happens after a JCC?

4. Questions



How will FAM-PD#7 
impact your family 

law practice?

• FAM-PD #7 will take effect on Nov. 1, 2022

• It is a pilot project 

• At this time it only applies in the judicial centres 
of Regina and Saskatoon



What are the BIG changes?
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1. Most family litigants will need to participate in a judicial case conference (JCC) before
they can proceed to chambers on a contested issue

2. Most family Law applications, including applications without notice, will need to be 
accompanied by a Certificate of Compliance

3. The court will schedule chambers hearing dates, not the litigants/lawyers



Why are these 
changes being 

made?



Underlying goals of the JCC Process

Early case conferencing is an innovation that promotes:

• Family wellness/harm reduction

• Access to justice

• Efficiency 



How does the 
JCC process 

work? 

1. Who is subject to FAM-PD #7?
2. Who must file a Certificate of 

Compliance with FAM-PD #7?
3. How do you get a JCC date?
4. How do you prepare for a JCC?
5. What happens at a JCC?
6. What happens after a JCC?



Who is subject to FAM-PD #7?  Are you in? 

The process applies to all applications brought under Part 15 of The Queen’s Bench 
Rules, where proceedings have commenced pursuant to the following:

a) Part 2 or 5 of The Children’s Law Act, 2020, other than a hearing pursuant to
section 21 of that Act;

b) The Family Maintenance Act, 1997;
c) The Family Property Act; or
d) The Divorce Act (Canada).

This wording is taken directly from 44.01 of The 
Queen’s Bench Act, 1998. If an application is 
subject to FAM-PD#7, then it is also subject to the 
mandatory Family Dispute Resolution 
requirement and vice versa.



Who is not subject to FAM PD #7?  Are you out? 

FAM-PD #7 does not apply to any other proceedings

For instance, it does not apply to proceedings brought pursuant to the following Acts:
• The Inter-jurisdictional Support Orders Act
• The International Child Abduction Act, 1996
• The Child and Family Services Act
• The Enforcement of Maintenance Orders Act, 1997
• The Adoption Act, 1998
• The Homesteads Act, 1989
• The Victims of Interpersonal Violence Act
• The Dependants’ Relief Act, 1996



Is the application exempt?

A number of applications are exempt from the requirement to engage in the JCC 
process:

• Specific without notice applications are exempt:
• Without notice applications regarding the service of documents
• Without notice applications seeking to issue a petition without the necessity of 

filing a certificate of marriage
• Without notice applications seeking to issue a petition without the necessity of 

filing a sworn property statement



Is the application exempt?

• Without Notice Applications for urgent relief are exempt

• Urgent relief includes situations where:
• There is a risk of immediate harm to a party
• There is a risk of immediate harm to a child
• There is a risk of the removal of a child
• There is a risk of loss or destruction of property



Is the application exempt?

• Without notice applications for uncontested relief are exempt

• This includes:
• Applications for uncontested interim relief (proceeding by consent)
• Applications for judgment in uncontested matters



Is the application exempt?

• Commencing applications are exempt:

• Applications for corollary relief (Rule 15-24)
• Applications for variation of a final order (Rule 15-26)



What about appearance day notices?

• Appearance day applications are not exempt and must flow through the JCC process

• It is reasonable to expect that they will be resolved at the JCC stage



What about summary judgment applications?

15

Summary judgment applications are not exempt and must flow through the JCC process

If the JCC Judge determines that the matter is to proceed, they may:
• Direct the matter to a first appearance, pursuant to GA-PD #9
• Treat the JCC as an initial appearance and manage the matter accordingly. This 

includes ordering that a summary judgment hearing be scheduled, where 
appropriate.

Affidavits are not permitted to be filed before a JCC, 
though a JCC Judge may order that affidavits be filed 
before returning for another JCC. This return date would act 
as the first appearance for summary judgment.



What about proceedings and applications filed 
before November 1, 2022?

• Proceedings commenced before November 1, 2022:
• Unless exempt, applications brought under a pre-November 1, 2022, proceeding 

must flow through the JCC process

• Applications filed and adjourned sine die before November 1, 2022: 
• Unless exempt, a party will have to request a JCC before they can return the 

application to chambers

• Applications filed before November 1, 2022, for a chambers date after November 1, 
2022:

• Chambers applications that are filed before November 1, 2022, will remain on the 
chambers lists, although the hearing judge has the discretion to direct the parties to 
a JCC if the matter is not ready to proceed



How does the 
JCC process 

work? 

1. Who is subject to FAM-PD #7?
2. Who must file a Certificate of 

Compliance with FAM-PD #7?
3. How do you get a JCC date?
4. How do you prepare for a JCC?
5. What happens at a JCC?
6. What happens after a JCC?



Who must file a Certificate of Compliance? 

As of Nov. 1, 2022, all applications subject to FAM-PD #7 must be accompanied by a 
Certificate of Compliance when they are filed – even if the application is exempt



Certificates of Compliance  (Form FAM-PD #7-1)

• The Certificate is a prescribed form
• The person filing the application must identify why 

they are entitled to file the application with the 
Court. For instance:  

There is a court order allowing the application to be 
made after having attended a JCC

There is a court order allowing the application 
to be made without attending a JCC

The application falls under one of the 
exemptions specified in FAM-PD #7.



What if you do not file a Certificate of 
Compliance with your application?

• If an application subject to FAM-PD# 7 is filed with the court and does not include a 
Certificate of Compliance, the application will be rejected by the registry office

• The documents will be returned or destroyed. They will not be placed on the file 

• The ‘would-be applicant’ will be provided with a notice, in writing, that the application 
they sought to file was rejected. A copy of that notice will be added to the file

• The ‘would-be applicant’ is responsible to notify any ‘would-be respondent(s)’ that were 
served that the application was rejected

• Costs may be ordered against the ‘would-be applicant’ if they fail to notify anyone 
served with the rejected application and response materials are inadvertently 
prepared/filed and/or that party and/or their counsel appear on the return date



How does the 
JCC process 

work? 

1. Who is subject to FAM-PD #7?
2. Who must file a Certificate of 

Compliance with FAM-PD #7?
3. How do you get a JCC date?
4. How do you prepare for a JCC?
5. What happens at a JCC?
6. What happens after a JCC?



How do you get a JCC date? 

• The close of pleadings will not automatically initiate the JCC process

• If you want to proceed with an application, you have to request a JCC using the 
prescribed form: 
• Request for Judicial Case Conference in Form FAM-PD #7-2
• Joint Request for Judicial Case Conference in Form FAM-PD #7-3

• The Party must sign the form. Lawyers are not permitted to sign this document on their 
behalf

• The completed form must be served on the opposing party at least three days before 
being filed with the Court:
• Provides the opposing party with time to file their own Request for a JCC should they 

wish to do so
• Provides the opposing party an opportunity to identify dates when they are available 

to participate in a JCC
• Provides an opportunity to discuss resolution outside of court before the JCC date is set



Request for a JCC – (Form Fam-PD #7-2)
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The respondent may file their own Request 
form in return. The form will specify whether 
it is an initiating Request for a JCC, or 
whether it is made in reply

The requesting party must provide an 
overview of the application(s) they intend 
to bring before the Court and append a 
draft order/judgment

The requesting party may also identify if 
they are seeking an expedited JCC date 
and, if so, why

Each party is to file their own draft 
order/judgment



Request for a JCC – (Form Fam-PD #7-2)

24

The requesting party has an opportunity to 
identify the dates that they are available to 
participate in a JCC

The responding party may choose to file their 
own Request in order to identify a preference 
of dates.



Getting the JCC date?
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• Once filed, all Request for JCC forms will be directed to a Family Law Screening Officer 
(FSO), or specially trained Deputy Local Registrar (JCC DLR), to screen, review and seek 
directions from the assigned triage Judge

• The FSOs/JCC DLRs are responsible to ensure there is no systemic delay in moving these 
matters forward. 

• The FSOs/JCC DLRs:
Regina: Carly Sigda-Holyoak Colleen Wagner
Saskatoon: Brenden Prokopchuk Gbemi Bolarinwa



Getting the Notice of JCC
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• At least once per week, the triage Judge will review all Requests filed with the Court and 
determine which matters will be directed to a JCC and when each JCC is to be held

• If the matter is not ready to proceed to a JCC, the triage Judge will provide additional 
directions to the requesting party/parties by way of endorsement to the file

• If the matter is ready to proceed, the Court will issue a Notice of Judicial Case 
Conference – FORM FAM-PD #7-4. 



Notice to JCC – Form FAM-PD #7-4
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The triage Judge will schedule when the JCC is 
to be held. JCCs will be scheduled on Thursday 
afternoons and Friday mornings and afternoons 

The party receiving the Notice of JCC is to serve the 
Notice of JCC on the other party(ies) and file proof 
of service. The default time for service is seven days 
before the JCC date, but the triage Judge may 
increase or decrease this time for service

A JCC is presumptively in person. Parties, or their 
lawyers, may ask for leave to appear by phone. 
These requests flow through the FSO



How does the 
JCC process 

work? 

1. Who is subject to FAM-PD #7?
2. Who must file a Certificate of 

Compliance with FAM-PD #7?
3. How do you get a JCC date?
4. How do you prepare for a 

JCC?
5. What happens at a JCC?
6. What happens after a JCC?



How do you prepare for a JCC?
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• A Judicial Case Conference (JCC) is a form of Case Management Conference 
contemplated by Rule 4-4

• Be prepared to answer questions and advocate for your client on the following:
• Are the parties in substantial compliance with the Rules?
• Are the parties in substantial compliance with statutory requirements?
• Be prepared to identify areas of consensus and issues in dispute
• Be prepared to identify the legal and statutory grounds for pursuing the relief sought
• Be prepared to discuss the appropriate process for resolving the issues in dispute
• Be prepared to speak to potential chambers dates, filing deadlines and limits with a 

view to ensuring that the contested application matter will be ready to proceed on 
the merits 



How do you prepare for a JCC?
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• At least two days prior to the date scheduled for the JCC, parties are required to serve 
and file a JCC Appearance Memo in Form FAM-PD #7-5

• The Memos will be an integral part of the materials relied upon by the JCC Judge

• Do not miss the opportunity to use the Memo to advocate for your client. Be sure to 
identify your position on readiness, and any procedural deficiencies as well as the 
substantive issues raised in the Request



How does the 
JCC process 

work? 

1. Who is subject to FAM-PD #7?
2. Who must file a Certificate of 

Compliance with FAM-PD #7?
3. How do you get a JCC date?
4. How do you prepare for a JCC??
5. What happens at a JCC?
6. What happens after a JCC?



What happens at a JCC? 

32

• If parties are represented by a lawyer, the lawyer will attend the JCC on their client’s 
behalf
• Self-represented litigants will be required to attend in person 
• The Court may order the parties to be personally present in some circumstances

• The JCC will proceed in a courtroom that is open to the public
• There will be a number of matters set for a JCC at the same time 
• The matters will proceed in the order directed by the presiding judge 



What happens at a JCC? 
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• The JCC Judge may:
• Make a procedural order
• Make a substantive order by consent (evidence permitting)
• Schedule another JCC
• Set a date and time for a chambers hearing, including making an order identifying 

the issues in dispute, setting filing deadlines, providing direction on the materials to 
be filed, and setting time limits on oral arguments

• Set a date and time for a summary hearing; and/or
• Direct that the local registrar schedule a pre-trial settlement conference with 

directions to the parties on filing briefs, etc. 

• The JCC Judge will not be seized with the file, but may also be the judge who     
ultimately hears the matter in chambers or presides over the matter at a pre-trial 
conference



What happens at a JCC? 

34

• If the JCC judge determines that the matter should proceed to chambers, a chambers 
date and time will be set by the JCC Judge

• Chambers matters will continue to be scheduled on Wednesdays and Fridays

• The JCC Judge may include further directions in the order: 
• Set filing deadlines
• Set limits on the length of materials 
• Set time limits on oral argument 



How does the 
JCC process 

work? 

1. Who is subject to FAM-PD #7?
2. Who must file a Certificate of 

Compliance with FAM-PD #7?
3. How do you get a JCC date?
4. How do you prepare for a JCC??
5. What happens at a JCC?
6. What happens after a JCC?



What happens after a JCC? 
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• Orders made in a JCC are the same in form and substance as any other orders 

• Parties are expected to comply with any orders or directions made by the JCC Judge. 
Compliance will be the first consideration in any further JCC appearances or chambers 
matters

• If a party is given leave to proceed with a court application, the application document 
and all supporting materials must be served and filed in accordance with Part 15 of The 
Queen’s Bench Rules. They must also be accompanied by a Certificate of Compliance



What happens after a JCC? 
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• Parties are required to file a Family Chambers Appearance Memo before every 
chambers date pursuant to FAM-PD #6

• Parties who wish to adjourn the chambers hearing by consent will need leave from the 
presiding Judge, who will want to ensure the matter remains “on track” for readiness, 
before a new chambers date is provided 

• Greater emphasis will be placed on interim orders being “stop-gap” in nature with a 
view to moving controverted matters on to pre-trial and trial as quickly as possible



PEP TALK 
AND 

QUESTIONS
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JCC CASE FLOW – SIMPLIFIED
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JCC CASE FLOW - DETAILED

40
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